
Quarantining and Fish Diseases:  

Recognition and Treatment  

Matt Little  

So I get a call from my friend as she was adding an Achilles tang to an estab-

lished 150g system. She had no plans on quarantining the fish.   Within days every 

fish in the system was covered with ich and in a horrible state of health.   What 

do you do?  How could this have been avoided?   

Other stories from the forums:  

For some time, I have had a percula clown  but, today, I noticed that it has a 

thin white raised line of tiny bumps along the lateral line, on both sides. It also 

is lethargic and seems to be breathing heavy.   

I have a healthy elephant ear mushroom for some time but, today, it appears to 

have shriveled on one side and has a large hole in its middle. Anyone seen this 

before? What should I do? 

I purchased a mapa puffer and, today, it  looks like it did not fully deflate and 

remains slightly puffed. Could it be he ate too many snails or something else?  

When I awoke this morning, I found my yellow tang and one of my perculas with 

white fleshy specs attached to them. I am concerned it could be serious.  

I bought two hand raised seahorses about four weeks ago and they have been 

very  healthy. Recently, I purchased a five -inch extra -large wild caught sea-

horse. I was told it was eating well so I bought it. Overnight, I noticed the tip of 

its tail has now turned white. I read that seahorses are prone to tail rot disease 

and that it's very contagious.   What should I do? 

I have a 29 gal. biocube ñ I did full reef tests: kh ñ 11, ammonia ñ 0, nitrates ñ 

0, nitrites ñ .24ppm, ph ñ 7.4, calcium ñ 480, and salinity ñ 1.024.  I added a 

new coral and fish yesterday. I went to bed with everything doing great, then ñ

boom!ñ this morning everything is dying off. What happened?  

I really don't want to add fish and corals directly into my main system, but I 

don't have a quarantine tank. I don't even know how to set one up? Any hints on 

what is the best way to setup a quarantine tank? How big should it be? How long 

should I leave new additions in it prior to adding them to my tank? Are there any 

drawbacks from using a quarantine tank as oppose to just dipping my new fish 

and corals?  
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The Presidentõs Pen 

Matt Little  

First of all, I would like to apologize for the absence of our monthly newslet-

ter. We believe that has been fixed and I would like to welcome Jim Turkett as 

our new Communications Director. Jim volunteered to put together our news-

letters but, as he has said, he needs lots of help. We need to support him and 

enthusiastically provide articles, pictures, etc. for the newsletters. His forum 

name is theturk. 

There have been so many things going on!  At the end of February we en-

joyed Next Wave 2010.  We are pleased to announce that the event was a 

success for DFWMAS.  A big thanks to all that attended.  In addition, much praise goes out to the club members 

that devoted their time to help make this a great club event.  We also appreciate our speakers and vendors/

sponsors that were in attendance and/or contributed towards our raffle.   

 

Praise and appreciation to the following: 

Reefkoi  Reef Kingdom  True Blue Aquatics Reef Pets  Austin Aqua Farms Coral Universe 

 Fish2morow Wet Thumb Frags Steel City Corals  Huhhhhhõs Fookin Frags Frankõs Tanks  Frags Mags 

Ice Cap  ElosUSA  Premium Aquatics Tunze USA  Lonestar Aquaculture  Melevõs Reef 

Live Aquaria Deep Sea Aquatics EcoTech Marine  Reef Geek  Brightwell Aquatics AquaC  

Hello Lights Digital Aquatics  Air Water & Ice  CaribSea  Champion Lighting Hydor  

Zoos Fare Corals  

 

Board of  Director elections are upon us 

We are approaching a busy time as summer is upon usñJune will be here before you know it.  You might be 

wondering why I am bringing this up so early?  The reasoning is because our June Business Meeting is one of the 

most important meetings of the year. Elections will take place at this meeting but first, nominations will open up 

on May 1st.  You may make nominations via the message forums and/or our monthly meetings.  According to our 

By Laws, òThe governing body of the Dallas Fort Worth Marine Aquarium Society, hereafter referred to as Soci-

ety, shall be the Board of Directors consisting of nine (9) members of DFWMAS elected to serve three year terms. 

The Board of Directors will elect, from members of the Board, a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treas-

urer, who shall each serve a one year term. These officers will serve from July 1st to June 30th.ó  This year, we 

have three positions on the Board that will need to be filled.  DFWMAS needs willing and able members to step 

up and help our current Board of Directors keep this club running efficiently, and even improve it.  There is al-

ways room for improvement and we need Board members who are dedicated and eager to help.  If you are inter-

ested or just have questions, feel free to post in the DFWMAS Members Only forum and we will do our best to 

provide additional information.  Our monthly meeting on May 12th will be a great opportunity to place nomina-

tions and candidates to speak in front of the group. 



The Presidentõs Pen (contõd) 

Time to Spring Forward! 

Spring is here and it is high time for some spring cleaning!  If you havenõt 

done so recently, take the time to do some regular maintenance to ensure that 

your system(s) are running at their best potential.   

¶ Cleaning pumps and power heads will help reduce calcification build-

up on impellers and gunk from hampering performance. (vinegar or 

muriatic acid work well) 

¶ Clean the RODI filters (RO Membrane?) 

¶ Clean those saltwater making containers (vinegar works well) 

¶ Check heaters that are properly functioning 

¶ Calibrate probes for pH, temperature, ORP, TDS 

¶ Calibrate your refractometers 

¶ Clean or change any and all filter media, mechanical filters, etc. 

 

Happy Reefing! 

Matt Little  

DFWMAS President 

DFWMAS Officers and Staff 

Matt Little  

President 
 

Mike Nance 

Vice President/MASNA Dele-
gate 
 

Misty Johnson 

Treasurer 
 

Lindsey Angelone 

Secretary 
 

Wes Parton 

Webmaster 
 

Marc Levenson 

Membership Chair 
 

Peter Blair 

Board Member 
 

Robert Tondre 

Board Member 
 

Drew Richardson 

Board Member 
 

Staff  positions: 

Jim Turkett (theturk)  

Communications Chair 
 

Dave Johnson 

Advertising /Sponsorship Chair 
 

Charlie Goodman 

Events Chair 
 

Chris Rutherford 

Assistant Webmaster 
 

Jeffrey Dheere 

Librarian  

 

 

February Photo 

Contest (SPS) 

was won by 

lowincwrx , 

He won with 

this picture of 

his Pink Lem-

onade Acro. 

Congratula-

tions! You won 

a $25 gift cer-

tificate to True 

Blue Aquatics 

at Next Wave.  

Terrific 

Picture! 



The Conscientious Marine Aquarist:  

A Commonsense Handbook for Successful Saltwater Hobbyists  

Robert (Bob) Fenner 

A bestseller since it was first published in 1998, The Conscientious Marine Aquarist is one of the most - respected, 

time - tested, hands -on marine aquarium books ever published. The Conscientious Marine Aquarist is an essential 

book for all new, intermediate, and serious marine aquarium keepers alike. This indispensable guide spotlights sci-

entific research performed by leading authorities that deals with various aspects of biology, ecology, systematics, 

and conservation. The wealth of information on these important aspects of our hobby is enhanced by captive -care 

techniques by several nationally recognized aquarists and includes many fascinating photos.  

 

About the Author  

Robert M. Fenner is a lifelong aquarist with an active and continuing involvement in the academic, journalistic, 

trade, and hobbyist sides of aquarium keeping. He is a former marine science and aquariology instructor at the Uni-

versity of California and in the California State University system. Bob lives in San Diego, California.  

(Taken in part from an Amazon.com editorial ð  see http://www.amazon.com/Conscientious -Marine -Aquarist -Commonsense -Professional/

dp/1890087998/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273331649&sr=8 -1 )  

Our Librarianôs comments 

I am currently reading my own copy of The Conscientious Marine Aquarist .  A copy is available through the library 

for temporary checkout.  The book was rereleased in 2008 with updated information and photos. This is a wonder-

ful book and is written in a pleasant, conversational style, with a touch of humor, that anyone who has met the ófull 

of lifeô man that is Bob Fenner would recognize immediately. 

Bob touches on equipment choices and various setups with solid advice (although it is a bit dated).  The tone of the 

book is geared toward defining our role as responsible hobbyists and one cannot help but reflect on our own prac-

tices.  I hope many hobbyist will read this book prior to making a first livestock purchase.  

Jeffrey Dheere  

DFWMAS Librarian  

 

Rules For Borrowing Items  

1.  One item per club member per month. Maximum of 2 per household at any one time.  

2.  There is no deposit required for checking out of items (subject to change).  

3.  You must provide your username, full name, address, phone #s and email address before you can borrow a book.  

4.  Items must be returned in the condition they were borrowed (or fines could be imposed).  

5.  You must be a full member in good standing to borrow books.  

6.  Contact the librarian (DheereCrossing) to reserve an item ðit will be available at the next meeting or arrangements can 

be made for checking out books between meetings.  

7.  You must return items before additional items can be checked out. In addition, items must be returned to the Librarian 

by the original person who borrowed them unless otherwise agreed upon (please do not pass books around).   

 

We have various books as well as magazines and various DVDs from past MACNAs, Next Waves, and our Coral 

Propagation Workshop.  

http://www.amazon.com/Conscientious-Marine-Aquarist-Commonsense-Professional/dp/1890087998/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273331649&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Conscientious-Marine-Aquarist-Commonsense-Professional/dp/1890087998/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273331649&sr=8-1


May Meeting: Quarantining and Fish Diseases 
 

Speaker Bio: Matt Little 
 

I became a member of DFWMAS in the summer of 2003.  Over the 

years I have been a Moderator of the DFWMAS forums and even-

tually became President in July 2007.  Over these years, I have  

maintained numerous tanks ranging from mixed reefs, stony, LPS, 

soft coral, and species specific systems.  Early in the hobby I fell in 

love with tangs and like most encountered the difficulties in keep-

ing them healthy.  Because of this I have dedicated a good deal of 

my time researching and understanding how to treat the many 

maladies that we encounter with sick fish.  I found it to be a chal-

lenge but at the same time an interesting area within the hobby.   

 

 

Fish disease/treatment and proper quarantining are some of the 

most misunderstood issues we experience within our hobby.  I feel 

that we, as aquarists, have a responsibility to ensure that our live-

stock have a high rate of survivabilityñespecially  when introduc-

ing new livestock.  Additionally, we can improve the longevity of 

our fish with proper understanding and a little research.   

 
 

I have moderated the òMarine Fish Keepingó forum on the 

DFWMAS forums for a couple years now.  Over the years, I have 

helped many hobbyists identify and solve problems which their fish 

have experienced.  I believe that even if a hobbyist is not successful 

in curing their fish, there is an opportunity to learn something that 

may enable them to better handle such a problem in the future.  I 

credit much of the information I have garnered over the years to 

those before me such as Andrew Trevor-Jones, Steven Pro, Kelly 

Jedlicki, and many others.   

In Next Monthõs  

Newsletter  
 

Candidate statements 

for those seeking to 

join the DFWMAS 

Board of Directors.  

 

Coming Newsletter Features 
 

Return of  òTank of the Monthó  
 

If you would like to volunteer to òshow us your tank,ó here is 

what is required. 

 

Article describing: 

1. Background on the tank and the owner (how long has it 

been setup, how long has the owner been in the hobby, 

how did you get started, what are your favorite fish/

corals, how much do you spend every week on your 

setup, etc.) 

2. Describe your system (plumbing, water flow, etc) 

3. What lighting do you use? Can you tell us anything 

about your power usage, etc. 

4. What filtration do you use? How is it setup? 

5. Describe your maintenance schedule? Dosing? Reactors? 

ATO? Etc. 

6. Provide a list of the fish, corals and invertebrates you 

keep. 

7. Take pictures of the tank, system, lighting, filtration, 

fish, corals, etc. (If you do not have a camera with which 

to take pictures of your system, we may be able to get 

one of our photography òexpertsó to drop by and take 

pictures (hint, hint, David Washington, Marc Levenson, 

etc. ñ volunteer if you are willing to do this). 

Congratulations to  Celestus for winning the March Actinic  Photo Contest.  

Coming Soon!!! 
 

Sponsor of  the Month  

 

Volunteer to help by interviewing 

one of our sponsors. 

http://dfwmas.org/Forums/gallery/image_page.php?album_id=75&image_id=186


In Next Monthõs Newsletter 
 

Candidate statements for those seeking to join 

the DFWMAS Board of Directors . 

===============  

Meeting Location  

Stacy Furniture, 1900 S Main St, Grapevine, Tx 76051 

Please park on the side of the building, not in front where customers 

park. Enter and go to the elevators. We meet in the Common Room on 

the Third Floor. 

 

 

 

 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden   
3220 Botanic Garden Blvd.  

Ft. Worth, TX 76107  

When: Saturday February 26th, 2011 

(Details to follow(  

============================ 

July 2010 

Club Social  

and  

Members ONLY  

Frag Swap 

(Details in next monthõs newsletter) 

==================  

MAY 

Board of  Directors 

Meeting 
May meeting of the Board of Directors 

will follow the May 12th monthly meet-

ing. It will begin at 9:30 pm. All members 

are welcome to attend!!! 

Location will be announced at the May 

meeting ñ it will be located close to 

where the meeting is being held.  

If you want to see the workings of the 

club from the inside, plan to attend.  

=====================  

June is our most important  

meeting of  the year.  

Plan to attend!!! 

Election of  Officers 

Congratulations to  ReefGod  for winning the January Photo Contest. He 

received a free ticket to our annual Next Wave conference.  

Notes from your Newsletter Editor 

This is my first newsletter for DFWMAS and I am looking forward to future 

editions but I need YOUR help. There are numerous opportunities for you to 

assist: write a feature article on subjects that may be of interest to your fellow 

hobbyists. If you purchase a new product ñ write a product review. If you 

have a favorite fish/coral/invertebrate, research the species determining its 

needs (flow, food, lighting, water conditions, reef safe, approximate price, etc.) 

Then tell of your personal experiences with it. Volunteer to interview one of 

our sponsors ñ take pictures (if possible) and submit it to the Newsletter Di-

rector at DFWMAS_Newsletter@hotmail.com).  

I would like to distribute the newsletter prior to each meeting. In order to have 

time to get that done, I need all submissions not later than the last Saturday of 

the preceding month.    I cannõt make this newsletter great ñ but with your 

help, WE CAN!  ñ Jim 



Past Newletter Articles 

2009/January  Beautiful and Tempting Yet So Difficult to Keep (Part 1) ··································································· Matt Little (Matt) 

February  Snails vs. Crabs the ultimate throw-downé. ············································································· Dave Johnson (DaveJ) 

March The Hunt ············································································································ Mark Zebrasky (MBZ and F.L.) 

April  Dwarf Seahorse  ·······················································································································   Michelle Tsai 

July Taking a vacation  ·················································································································  Matt Little (Matt) 

August Vodka DosingðWhy?  ····································································································  Marc Levenson (Marc) 

September Product Review: ñThe Easy Scraperò ····················································································   Marc Levenson (Marc) 

 Tools of the Trade  ··························································································································  Ben Hegi 

October Coming to Market  ·········································································································  Marc Levenson (Marc) 

December Product Review: Aptasia-X  ·····································································································  Matt Little (Matt) 

2008/January Proposed Bill Restricting Collection in Hawaii  ·············································································   Matt Little (Matt) 

 A New Perspective  ··································································································  Matt Sample (Matt_Sample) 

February Breeding Amphiprion Ocellaris aka Clownfish, part 1   ······························································  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

 Is Your Reef on a Super Modelôs Diet?  ······················································································   Matt Little (Matt) 

March Octopus Care  ······························································································································  Dale Tyler 

 Breeding Amphiprion Ocellaris aka Clownfish, part 2  ·······························································  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

April  Breeding Amphiprion Ocellaris aka Clownfish, part 3   ······························································  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

May How does a Refractometer work?  ····································································································  rank Perkins 

 Breeding Pterapogon Kauderni aka Banggai Cardinalfish, part 1  ··················································  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

June Will reflectors really make a difference in PAR? ······································································· Marc Levenson (Marc) 

July Breeding Pterapogon Kauderni aka Banggai  Cardinalfish, part 2 - Mating and Capturing Fry  ················  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

August Breeding Pterapogon Kauderni aka Banggai Cardinalfish, part 3    ·················································  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

October Raising Rotifers   ···········································································································  Michelle Tsao (na1paj) 

November Quarantining Corals   ······································································································  Marc Levenson (Marc) 

2007/January Tank Log Basics   ························································································································  Scott Rowe 

 Maxi-Jet Modifications: Going Mainstream  ·························································································  Steve Allen 

March Protecting Overflows from Snails  ·························································································  Tom Fort (DalaiTom) 

 Tank Emergency Preparedness  ································································································  Brian Ecton (Serk) 

 Easy as QT-Pie  ···························································································································  Scott Rowe 

 Installing Bulkheads  ········································································································· Tom Fort  (DalaiTom) 

April  Planning an In-wall Tank  ·····················································································  Jeremy Wolff (Sy5tem_0verload) 

 How do Coral Reefs form?  ··········································································································· Frank Perkins 

 Bristleworms  ·················································································································  Tom Fort (DalaiTom) 

May Large Tanks - Planning for Success  ·················································································  Keith Ledbetter (kwl1763) 

 Tank Temperature ······················································································································ Frank Perkins 

 Phosphate & Methods of Control  ·······························································································  Matt Little (Matt) 

June Display Aquarium or Marine Habitat  ······················································································ Tom Fort (DalaiTom) 

 No one likes a Cheat   

 Three Days Lights Out, Like a Cure for the Common Cold? ······························································   Matt Little (Matt) 

July Cyano Shmyano ················································································································ Scott Rowe (Ashlar) 

 Nori as Fish Food ········································································································································  

 What Do Fish Eat? ····················································································································· Frank Perkins 

August Taking a Break from Your Fish Tank  David Washington (washingtond) 

 Salinity  ·································································································································· Frank Perkins 

September Turn a two liter bottle into a fish trap ·················································································································  

October Primary Producers ······················································································································ Frank Perkins 

November Then and Now  ······························································································································ Pete Blaire 

December Shell Disease in Stomatopods  ············································································································ Matt Little 

 Product Review: EcoTech Marineôs VorTech Pump ··································································  Marc Levenson (Marc) 

2006/December Saltwater 101  ······························································································································ Scott Rowe 



NEWSLETTER FEATURES 

(HOW YOU CAN HELP é And you may even win a prize) 

1. Favorite Fish or Coral or Invertebrate? 

Research your favorite tank inhabitant and write a short article (not more than one page) on its tank, flow, light-

ing, feeding, etc requirements. Take a picture of your fish, coral, invert in your tank and explain why you like it 

so much. Submit it to the Newsletter Director (dfwmas_newsletter@hotmail.com) for publishing. 

Eamples can be found in past newsletters  

2009: January ñ Fish: Pseudochromis flavivertex; April ñ Fish:Two-spot or Candy Hogfish; May ñ Fish:  

Yellow Watchman Goby; May ñ Fish: Mystery Wrasse 

2008: April ñ Fish: Angelfish; December ñ Coral: Bubble Coral (Plerogyra sinuosa) 

2007: September ñ Fish: Achilles Surgeonfish (Tang) & Coral: Toadstool Leather (Sarcophyton Sp.) 

October ñ Invertebrate: Bubble Tip Anemone (Entacmaea Quadricolor) & Coral: Green Star Polyps 

(Everyone who submits a òfavoriteó article will have their name placed in a hat and at a later date, 

one winner will be selected to receive a prize.) 

2. Product Reviews 

When you try out a new product (or an old one that you have been using), write a review on the product and 

submit it to the Newsletter Director.  Tell us how you used it, what your success rate was, if you plan to continue 

using it, price, and where it is available. 

Eamples can be found in past newsletters  

2009: September ñ òThe Easy Scraperó;  December  ð òAptasia-Xó 

2007: December ñ òEcoTech Marineõs VorTech Pumpó 

(Everyone who submits a òproduct reviewó article will have their name placed in a hat and at a 

later date, one winner will be selected to receive a prize.) 

3. Feature Articles 

Write an article on any subject ñ maintenance, feeding, raising your own live food, making your own frozen 

food, dosing, lighting, cameras/lens for taking òfishó pictures, etc. 

(At the end of the year, the editorial committee will select the òbestó article. A prize will be 

awarded to our finest author.)  

4. Volunteer to complete a Sponsor of  the Month article. You will be given a set group of  questions 

in which to use to òinterviewó a Live Fish Shop owner or an online sponsor of the club. Visit the 

shop (if  possible) and take pictures of  the establishment.  Drawings for Prizes will be held later. 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP IN MAKING THE NEWSLETTER INFORMATIVE!!!  



Pictures from Fort Worthõs Tank Tour in January 2010 

 


