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wWhat'

- happ ening?

June 9, 2010 — Wednesday

Annual Business Meeting and Board of Directors
Election of New Officers
Monthly Meeting: 7 TO 9 PM ELECTIONS

Stacy Furniture in Grapevine

(see map elsewhere in newsletter

for directions) We have three members nominated for the cur-

June 2010 — Saturday rent 3 year positions on the Board

Frag Swap . Marc Levenson (Marc)

Details to be announced at the

3] ; . Dave Johnson (Daveld)
une meeting.

. Jim Turkett (theturk)
July 2010 — Saturday

_ All members should plan to attend this very important
Member Social P yimp

meeting.
Location and times to be an-
nounced at the June meeting. In addition, Drew will be discussing various impor-
Watch next month’s newsletters for “ : . - .
information. tant “cant live without” items for use in your reef
setup.

July 14, 2010 — Wednesday
Monthly Meeting

As an additional incentive, we will have over
$800 in door prizes to give away at this meet-
February 26. 2011 — Saturday "9 — all you have to do is show up to be a

part of this giveaway.

(Note: A special election will be held in July to re-
Fort Worth Botanical Gardens place a BoD member who resigned. This is a one-year
term).
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The President

Matt Little

This is officially my last President’s Pen as | am nearing the end of
my 3 year term on the Board of Directors and my 3™ year as Presi-
dent of this great club. | have had many great opportunities while
working with DFWMAS. I've met many good people within our club
as well as outside working with others to help meet the directives of
our group.

It has certainly afforded me some memories that | will cherish. | feel that during my time on the
Board of Directors we have seen positive growth and remained focused on what DFWMAS
stands to do as a hobbyist organization. I, for one, will remain involved with DFWMAS. | enjoy the
hobby and care too much about this club to simply disappear. | can honestly say though it will be
nice to be involved but in a reduced capacity.

For those of you that enjoy this hobby and want to be more involved...... go for itt DFWMAS is a
very large group of hobbyists and such an organization can never have too many volunteers. If
you would like to help or even become a Director within the club, don’t hesitate to ask. That being
said, the current group of Directors and volunteers that help run our website, forums, and events
are very strong. | am confident that DFWMAS will continue to grow and remain one of the best
marine clubs in the country.

Happy Reefing!

Matt Little
DFWMAS President

A Very Special

v

LN

To

MATT LITTLE

For his leadership as PRESIDENT of DFWMAS for the past three years.

Be sure to tell him how much you appreciate his service to this club.
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DFWMAS Officers/Staff

Matt Little
President

Mike Nance

Vice President/MASNA Dele-
gate

Misty Johnson
Treasurer

Lindsey Angelone
Secretary

Wes Parton
Webmaster

Marc Levenson
Membership Chair

Peter Blair
Board Member

Robert Tondre
Board Member

Drew Richardson
Board Member

Staff positions:

Jim Turkett (theturk)
Communications Chair

Dave Johnson

Advertising /Sponsorship
Chair

Charlie Goodman
Events Chair

Chris Rutherford
Assistant Webmaster

Jeffrey Dheere
Librarian

JUNE MEETING

(more than just BoD elections)

This months meeting presentation will feature everyday items that
no reef keeper should be without. Items that will be discussed are:
toothbrushes, extra long grabbers, easy scraper, algae magnet,
baggies, rubber-bands, refractometer, all the fish towels you can
get your hands on, humidity monitor, step-stools, photo-box, glass
cutter, super-glue, modified algae clips, razor blades, bottle brush,
styrofoam, frag plugs, egg crate, boxes and/or cooler, distilled white
vinegar, coral cutters, feeder stick, clamps, wet-vac, bucket with
wheels, a hose, hoses and more hoses, old salt buckets, tweezers,
and so on. This will be an open-ended conversation, and we will
have a number of these items to give away after we discuss them,
as well as a vortec mp-10 as the grand prize.

About our Speaker

Drew Richardson

My obsession with fish and marine life started when | was very
young and my dad use to take me out to the ponds by our house to
catch turtles. | would often get up at 6 a.m. just to head to the
ponds with a sock in my pocket that | would get wet and fill with
baby turtles. I'd return home and add them to a plastic sink that |
had in the back yard. From there, | kept freshwater tanks, often
catching fish from the ponds and bringing them home. As | reached
high school, | started to keep saltwater and reef tanks. When | left
for college | committed my time to soccer, and got away from the
tanks until a buddy joined me at school my sophomore year and the
obsession was back. We put together a number of tanks starting
with a 55, followed by a 90, 29, 30, 33, 75 and finally a 120 con-
nected to a 90 gallon. After graduating, | decided to move back to
Dallas, and started keeping every other type of fish from discus to
koi, and everything in between. | worked at Dallas North Aquarium
when | first got back from school, where | met my wife, Jina, and we
ended up starting our 7000 gallon pond, and nearly 600 gallons of
reef tanks which features our 270 gallon display tank. For the last
few years | have worked in commercial real estate at Henry S.
Miller.
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Click to LOOK INSIDE! This is a great, compact, field identification guide that
IC &
' groups of fishes according to common name types. You
ARSI U ' can find a quick one page description of common aquarium

MAR'NE fishes with such information as Names, Maximum Length,

Range, Minimum Aquarium Size, Foods & Feeding, Aquar-
FISHES ium Suitability Index (color code and rating 1-5), Reef

Aquarium Compatibility, and a Captive Care description.
This is a good book to have with you when browsing your
Local Fish Stores. Please note that these are general rec-
ommendations for the species listed. Each tank is different
and common sense as well as individuality of the animals
come in to play when putting together a reef tank of peace
and harmony. Use this guide while shopping but please
make informed decisions and not impulse purchases.

S00+ ESSENTIAL-TO-ENOW
AQUARIUM SPECIES

SCOTT W. MICHAEL

500+ EssentialTo-Know Aquarium Species
brought to you by Scott W. Michael

Jeffrey Dheere
DFWMAS Librarian

Rules For Borrowing ltems

1. One item per club member per month. Maximum of 2 per household at any one time.
2. There is no deposit required for checking out of items (subject to change).

3. You must provide your username, full name, address, phone #s and email address before you
can borrow a book.

4. Items must be returned in the condition they were borrowed (or fines could be imposed).
5. You must be a full member in good standing to borrow books.

6. Contact the librarian (DheereCrossing) to reserve an item—it will be available at the next meet-
ing or arrangements can be made for checking out books between meetings.

7. You must return items before additional items can be checked out. In addition, items must be
returned to the librarian by the original person who borrowed them unless otherwise agreed
upon (please do not pass books around).

We have various books as well as magazines and various DVDs from past MACNAS, Next
Waves, and our Coral Propagation Workshop.
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How long have you been in the hobby? | got my feet wet in 2003 when | set up a 30g tank | pur-
chased from a club member.

Where do you live? Plano, Texas

Where are you from? Born and raised in Plano. | © ve mov
around quite a bit in the | ast 4
my home.

What do you do for aliving? | work for a commercial test & bal-
ance air conditioning company. We are contracted to test and
adjust HVAC systems all over the State of Texas. | personally
enjoy a nice comfy office job preparing projects for our field
technicians, test & balance reports for our clients, and a little IT
here and there. | " ve worked here for ove

Favorite movie: Inglorious Basterds.

Favorite Actor: Tom Hanks

Favorite Musical Group: The Killers

Favorite Author: Generally anything reef-related. ;)

Favorite Quote: “ I f ear not the man that has practiced 10,
practiced one ki cIBrudeleeOOO ti mes. "’

Favorite Holiday: Christmas

Favorite Restaurant: Fogo de Chao for special occasions, otherwise P.F. Changs.

Pet Peeve: People who complain and are never willing to step up and help enact change!

Do you have pets? | obviously have the reef pets. | also have a
female White-Face Cockatiel and an incredibly evil male Lutino
| Indian Ringneck Parakeet.

Dream Vacation: Diving at the Great Barrier Reef, Bora-Bora
sounds really nice too!.

» Hobbies: Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu!!! |train and teach at my gym. See
M attached photo as this is my other addiction.

Family: | have an incredible (nearly 12 year old) daughter. | also
have a younger brother who is married and they are expecting
8 their first child next month. .
How do you want to be remembered? As someone that was very
passionate about the things he loved and enjoyed helping others
achieve their goals.
Who would you like to have as a guest for dinner? Will Ferrell
Somet hing you probabl y?damnardly ekem o w
home. Between work and training/teaching | rarely have time to
sit at home and enjoy my reefs!

What gives you the most pride in life? Helping others
Do you know any famous people? Notreally.| " ve met real |l v cool peopl e
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How long have you been in the hobby? Since the summer of 2001 - | joined DFWMAS on August 15,
2001

Where do you live? Dallas, Texas

Where are you from? Born in Ft. Collins, CO, but lived in Baton Rouge, LA from 5th grade through

hi gh school graduati on. | > ve |ived 1 n the DFW ar e
What brought you to Texas? | attended TCU in Ft. Worth

What do you do for aliving? | am a advertising/marketing professional, but have recently invented

a product for cats due to a layoff in 2008

Favorite movie: Too many to name a favorite,
but The English Patient , Pretty Woman, and
Ferris Buel lamméastheRapy Of O f
social and historical significance, | would
have to chooseSc hi ndl er 6s Li s
Favorite Actor: George Clooney

Favorite Actress: Meryl Streep

Favorite Musical Group: U2

Favorite Author: Shakespeare and Thomas
Hardy

Favorite Holiday: Thanksgiving

Favorite Restaurant: Canar y Caf é
Pet Peeve: Bad drivers and incompetent co-
workers

Do you have pets? Yep - currently the count
is four dogs and three cats

Dream Vacation: Turtle Island in Fiji, diving somewhere in the Pacific on a liveaboard, or an African

safari
Hobbies: Golf, SCUBA, travel
Family: | " m an onl vy chi | d. My parents | ive in Wi scons

Who would you like to have as a guest for dinner? Bono, Oprah, George Clooney, Bill and Melinda
Gates - all interesting folks that have used their fame and money for the greater good

Do you know any famous people? When | worked at Fox Sports Net Southwest, | had the opportu-
nity to meet and work with sever al famous sports
them.
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W Coming Newsletter Features
DEADLINES reumof . 1 @ Nk of T he

If you would like to volunteer to “show us your tank,” here is
what is required.

Th e Article describing:

(D

1. Background on the tank and the owner (how long has it
L aSt been setup, how long has the owner been in the hobby,
— how did you get started, what are your favorite fish/
corals, how much do you spend every week on your

SATURDAY setup, etc

2. Describe your system (plumbing, water flow, etc)

Of 3. What lighting do you use? Can you tell us anything
about your power usage, etc.)

t h e 4. What filtration do you use? How is it setup?

Describe your maintenance schedule? Dosing? Reac-

MONTH!I ' tors? ATO? Ect,

6. Provide a list of the fish, corals and invertebrates you
keep.

7. Take pictures of the tank, system, lighting, filtration,
fish, corals, etc. (If you do not have a camera to take

(Please be prompt with your submission pictures of your system, we may be able to get one of
or they may have to wait until the our photography “experts” to drop by and take pictures
(hint, hint, David Washington, Marc Levenson, etc. —
followi ng Newsletter.) volunteer if you are willing to do this).

Notes from your Newsletter Editor
Next Wyy, 2011 y

This is my first newsletter for DFWMAS and | am looking forward to future

Fort Worth Botanic Garden editions but | need YOUR help. There are numerous opportunities for your
3220 Botanic Garden Blvd. to assist: write a feature article on subjects that may be of interest to your
Ft. Worth, TX 76107 fellow hobbyists. If you purchase a new product — write a product review.

When: Saturday February 26th, 2011 | If you have a favorite fish/coral/invertebrate, research the species deter-
mining its needs (flow, food, lighting, water conditions, reef safe, approxi-
mate price, etc. Then tell of your personal experiences with it. Volunteer

CO MIN G SOO N to interview one of our sponsors — take pictures (if possible) and submit it
Club Social and Members ONLY to the Newsletter Director at DFWMAS_Newsletter@hotmail.com).

I would like to distribute the monthly newsletter prior to the next meeting.
In order to have time to get that done, | need all submissions not later
(Detai s at the than the last Saturday of the preceding month.

Frag Swap

) : . . . T
June Meetin g) | can’t make this newsletter great — but with your help, WE CAN! Jim
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Time to (grudgingly) Upgrade Cameras Again.

Marc Levenson

As many of you know, I've been taking pictures of reef tank setups for many years. To quickly sum
up, | began digital photography with a simple HP point & shoot camera, and those pictures were okay
but nothing worth bragging about. | did some research, and after a couple of months of shopping, |
fell in love with the Fuji S602Z because of its simplicity and prosumer-level capabilities. It took great
pictures, but after four years it stored its last shot at a livestock wholesale facility | was visiting in
Southern California. Its replacement wasn'’t stellar by any means, but got me by for about a year. The
Fuji 5100s simply couldn’t meet the standards of its predecessor, and a friend contacted me and
made me purchase his Nikon D70s with lenses.

If you are anything like me, you probably resist change because it means you have to relearn how to
do stuff that by now is second nature. Such as replacing an older VCR with a new one, or upgrading
from cable to dish to relearn all the new menus. Or upgrading Windows software on your PC, or even
upgrading that email software or browser to the newest free version only to discover you can'’t find the
features that were always so easy to click previously. Cameras are no different, trust me. The basics
of what you plan to do are the same, but how you go about it can be frustrating unless you happen to
be a rare thrill seeker that loves playing with new settings and discovering golden options only dreamt
of before. I'm probably the antithesis of such a person, even though | accept on a deeper level that
newer often means better. At some point, you have to give in and catch up with technology. Going
from a fixed-lens camera to a DSLR body with multiple lenses was a test of my patience, and it re-
quired that I learn new ways of doing what before was simple. One example that comes to mind was
that | always shot in Aperture Priority, but found that shooting in Manual mode was far more effective.

| told you about my friend that sold me his camera gear, which did a good job capturing the images
expected of it. Fast forward a couple of years, and yet another friend tells me that | just purchased his
camera when | was in Southern California again where my beloved Fuji had died. He proceeded to
call it MY camera, MY new lenses, MY new external flash, MY new batteries... | swear this type of
brainwashing never works on me. But deep inside my soul, I'd been wanting a Nikon D90. Locally,
both David and Drew had one that had some options the D70s did not, tools that would come in handy
on a regular basis. The lenses it came with were superior to the ones | owned already. The external
flash was the same kind David had lent me last year, which I'd discovered then made a huge improve-
ment under the right circumstances. My brain didn’t have trouble accepting that all this camera gear
was indeed in my future, and that | would be buying it. My friend was even so kind as to give it to me
that day, shook my hand and grinned as he told me to pay him later. Yes, he’s really that good a
friend.
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When upgrading to a new camera, you have to learn where all the buttons are located, how to access the
menus and select the various settings that would capture those moments in time, saved forever.

Another friend gave me a lens as a gift for my birthday, but it was such a small lens | kept thinking it was
worth less than the others. Not worthless, because any gift is appreciated by me, but | just didn’t know
enough about it yet. It turns out that a 50mm AF /1.8 lens is an unbelievable tool for photography. Don’t
let its size fool you; this modest lens on a Nikon body won’t make you look like a member of the paparazzi,
but it will get pictures of moving fish or of landmarks moving past your car’s window at 40 mph perfectly. It
also can capture those moments in a dimly lit restaurant without the need to splash the room with a flash.
With the tight f-stop and wide open lens, it sucks in light and provides crisp results time after time. The
auto-focus helps immensely, but freehand pictures of fish swimming will surpass the other lenses | would
ordinarily use. It does take a little practice, so don’t buy one just before a major event — learn what it can
- do and what you
need to do to en-
joy nice results.

Another useful
lens is the Macro
€ lens. The Nikon
105mm f/2.8 can
take some stun-
ning images of
motionless ob-
jects, but a tripod
M is essential.

¥ There is no
zooming in or
out, so set the
camera on the
tripod and focus
on the subject,
and move the
tripod back and forth if necessary to frame it properly. My last camera had a 90mm lens that did a good
job, and another lens often desired is 110mm. If you have the opportunity to try out some lenses, you'll
soon see what a difference they can make. Keep up with the current cameras and what they offer. Then
when your friend comes up to you and offers you a deal on their camera, it won’t be hard to decide whether
to buy it or not. Secretly, you wanted it all along and were just waiting for the opportune moment to make
that purchase. So what if you now have less money and less time because you have to learn some new
stuff - should that hold you back? Your friends have your best interests at heart!
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(HOW YOU CAN HELP é And you may evVve

1. Favorite Fish or Coral or Invertebrate?

Research your favorite tank inhabitant and write a short article (not more than one page) on its tank, flow,
lighting, feeding, etc requirements. Take a picture of your fish, coral, invert in your tank and explain why
you like it so much. Submit it to the Newsletter Director (dfwmas_newsletter@hotmail.com) for publishing.

Eamples can be found in past newsletters

2009: January — Fish: Pseudochromis flavivertex; April — Fish:Two-spot or Candy Hogfish; May — Fish:
Yellow Watchman Goby; May — Fish: Mystery Wrasse

2008: April — Fish: Angelfish; December — Coral: Bubble Coral (Plerogyra sinuosa)

2007: September — Fish: Achilles Surgeonfish (Tang) & Coral: Toadstool Leather (Sarcophyton Sp.)

October — Invertebrate: Bubble Tip Anemone (Entacmaea Quadricolor) & Coral: Green Star Polyps

(Everyone who submits an article will have their name placed in a hat and one winner
will be selected to receive a prize.)

2. Product Reviews

When you try out a new product (or an old one that you have been using), write a review on the product
and submit it to the Newsletter Director. Tell us how you used it, what your success rate was, if you plan to
continue using it, price, and where it is available.

Eamples can be found in past newsletters
2009: September — “The Easy Scraper”; December — “Aptasia-X”
2007: December — “EcoTech Marine’s VorTech Pump”

(Everyone who submits an article will have their name placed in a hat and one winner
will be selected to receive a prize.)

3. Feature Articles

Write an article on any subject — maintenance, feeding, raising your own live food, making your own fro-
zen food, dosing, lighting, cameras/lens for taking “fish” pictures, etc.

(At the end of the year, the editorial c¢olmi
will be awarded our finest author.)

4. Volunteer to complete a Sponsor of the Month article. You will be given a set group of
questions in which to use to “interview” a Live Fish Shop or an online sponsor of the club.
Visit the shop (if possible) and take pictures of the establishment.




DFWMAS Membership

There are a few things you should
know before signing up to join the

club - which is a different than regis:-

tering on the forum. You will see
that some wusers

logo with a clownfish; others do not,

Those users with that logo under
their name have paid to become
DFWMAS Members.

In the forums you can see special
areas that are just for Members

special sales and giveaways are the

best part. We also have a special

Members Only Directory where you
can list your business. We have spe-

cial tours and meetings just for
Members (e.g. the Summer Social
party) You get a discount for Next
Wave, our annual conference with
nationally-known speakers. And of
course, the best reason of all, you
support a wonderful club full of
helpful, generous people.

Strives to initiate public in-
terest in the marine aquar-
ium hobby.

Educates hobbyists regard-
ing the importance of the
marine ecosystem.

Increases knowledge in the
husbandry of the marine
aquarium system.
Promotes captive propaga-
tion

n

FW Membership Application

NE AQUARIUM SOCIETY
a oMember o6

First and Last Name

Street Address

City, State and Zip

Home Phone

Cell Phone

Email

Forum Screen Name (if applicable)

Annual Membership Options - choose one:

[] New $20 [] Renewal $20
Attach a check and bring to a meeting
or mail to:
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 1403
Bedford, TX 76095-1403

You can also apply for membership on our website: http://www.dfwmas.org

Paid $ for DFWMAS Membership

Circle one: New Renewal

http://www.dfwmas.org



