
The Presidentõs Pen 

Club Business  

Last month we welcomed a few new members to our Board of Directors.  This month I would specifically like to congratulate 
them: 

Mike Nance - Vice President 

Misty Johnson ï Treasurer 

Lindsey Angelone ï Secretary & MASNA Delegate 

Marc Levenson ï Membership Chair 

 

And thank you and congratulations to these DFWMAS members who were appointed to Chair positions: 

Dave Johnson - Advertising & Sponsorship Chair 

Charlie Goodman ï Events Chair 

 

One note, Marc Levenson was voted in as our newest (and returning) member of the Board of Directors.  He will be filling a one-
year vacancy left by an outgoing Director.  Welcome back Marc!  

 

I feel like we have a great group here in addition to our other sitting Board of Directors and am excited about the direction our 
club is moving. 

 

DFWMAS Day August 22, 2009  

We had a DFWMAS Day at Neptune's Cove on August 22nd (Saturday) from 11am - 4pm. Neptune's Cove offered DFWMAS 
members 25% off any livestock purchases during the event, as well as a buy one, get one free on frozen foods.  The owner of 
Neptune's Cove, Bill Connell, also provided a special coral propagation demonstration.  

We hope everyone that attended enjoyed DFWMAS Day at Neptuneôs Cove! 

 

Club Resources  

Donôt forget to check out our clubôs library.  We make a point to bring our extensive library to each monthly meeting and there are 
many items to choose from.  Our library consists of books, DVDôs, and magazines that can serve as aids.  We do ask that you 
return your item(s) by the next monthly meeting.  In addition to this, we do also have some club equipment such as a PAR meter 
and two sets of glass hole drill bits.  Donôt hesitate to post in the DFWMAS Memberôs Only forum if you have any questions 
about using any of these resources. 

 

Happy Reefing! 

 

Matt Little 

President DFWMAS 
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Vodka Dosing ñWhy?  

By Marc Levenson  

August 2009  

For the past few years, I've been aware that some people were dosing their tanks with Vodka. Yes, the stuff that people drink 
from the liquor store. When I was at MACNA one year, the famous David Saxby was in attendance. He was in the beautiful 
Deltec booth, telling me that my nitrate and phosphate issues would be resolved if I were to use lots of RowaPHOS in a big 
Deltec reactor, and my tank would do even better if I dosed vodka. David's gorgeous tank can be found on the web, packed full 
of fish that every reef keeper dreams to emulate. So... vodka, huh? I filed it away, because I just didn't know enough about it. 

During the summer of 2008, an article finally came out explaining how to dose a tank with vodka. Please read it very  carefully: 
Notes from the Trenches - Vodka Dosing... Distilled! 

So now that I had the recipe in my hands, I decided it was time to give it a try. I made sure that I had 80 Proof vodka (40% alco-
hol), and I took careful notes to make sure I dosed correctly each day. My journey started on July 14th, 2008. 

For the first three days, I dosed a mere 1 ml. On Day 4 to Day 7, I dosed 2 ml. Then for the next week, I dosed 2.5 ml daily. Each 
subsequent week, .5 ml was added. Just to be clear, here's the breakdown for how much was dosed DAILY: 

Week 1 - 1ml - 2ml 
Week 2 - 2.5 ml 
Week 3 - 3 ml 
Week 4 - 3.5 ml 
Week 5 - 4 ml 
Week 6 - 4.5 ml 
Week 7 - 5 ml 
Week 8 - 5.5 ml 
Week 9 - 6 ml 
Week 10 - 6.5ml 
Week 11 - 7 ml 
Week 12 - 7.5 ml 
Etc... 

This continued for a long period of time. To determine how much vodka is sufficient to break down nitrate and phosphate, tests 
need to be done weekly. I was watching for the numbers to begin dropping, but I was in for a very long wait. My reef tank has a 
DSB (Deep Sand Bed), a refugium filled with sand and macro algae, and it was a mature, established system. I stopped using 
GFO in my tank during the vodka dosings, but I did run GAC (granulated activated carbon) in a Phosban reactor - which is 
changed out bi-weekly. 

FYI: At the scheduled rate of adding .5 ml per week, it took 27 weeks to reach 15 ml. Almost 7 months! 

The months went by as I gradually ramped up the dosage until it reached 15 ml of vodka per day. For my system, that is when 
the magic happened. Nitrates dropped to 0, as I'd hoped they would. Phosphate hasn't been a problem in my tank in a long time, 
although it was present. I do believe that the vodka helped keep the phosphate from rising quickly, but it did go up ever-so-
slightly between testings. When it got around .25 ppm, I dosed the tank with Blue Life's Phosphate Control to bring it back down 
to 0 ppm overnight. I really do like that product. 
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As of the writing of this article (May 10, 2009), I've been dosing my tank for almost exactly 10 months. During those 10 months, I 
used over 3 liters of vodka in my tank. The brand isn't important; the last bottle I purchased was 1.75 liters, and cost about $10. 
During those 10 months, I did four 55-gallon water changes, used Phosphate Control four or five times, and nitrates are measur-
ing 0. 

During the past two months, I've reduced the vodka dosage from 15ml to 12.5ml, and then again to 10ml per day to see if that is 
the 'maintenance' dose, as directed in the original article. 

What's the bottom line? Dosing vodka is easy if you can keep up with it, daily. The cost for 10 months was under $40, and I didn't 
have to deal with refilling a Phosban Reactor with GFO and all that that entails. I purposely didn't do very many water changes 
because I wanted to know if vodka could do the job as advertised. Had I done monthly water changes, nitrates would have been 
diluted away, at least in part. It wasn't a quick process, but it did bring them down from 35 ppm to 0 ppm, and they are staying 
consistently at that low point ever since. 

An additional perk to vodka dosing is the ability to feed more heavily without fear that water quality will suffer. It can be a chal-
lenging dance indeed to not overdose with food nor with vodka. Water clarity is obvious to the eye. 

I still believe this is a method best suited for seasoned hobbyists and not for those new to the hobby, because they lack the abil-
ity to quickly recognize corals reacting badly. If the hobbyist is in tune with his or her tank, they tend to notice even the most min-
ute changes, and take the necessary steps to avert disaster. 

What's an article without pictures? Here are some before and after pictures. 

Click the images above to see the larger version available on the Reef Parameters page of my site.  
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