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DFWMAS Mission Statement
•	Strives to initiate public interest in 

the marine aquarium hobby.
•	Educates hobbyists regarding 

the importance of the marine 
ecosystem.

•	Increases knowledge in the 
husbandry of the closed marine 
aquarium system.

•	Promotes captive propagation.
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President's Pen
Upcoming Coral Propagation Workshop

The long-delayed Coral Propagation Workshop is coming 
up sooner than you think.  We are scheduled for this event 
on Saturday, May 10th 2008.  The event location is Central 
Market (yes they have a room just for us) in Southlake, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.  

We will soon post on the forums how you can purchase a 
fragging kit for this event.  The basic kit will likely include 
bone cutters, super glue gel, accelerant, frag plugs, and pos-
sibly more.  This workshop will provide a good opportunity 
for new reefers to learn techniques that will make propaga-
tion of a variety of corals easy to do.  Even seasoned reefers 
can hone their skills and learn new ways of fragging corals.  

The best part of the event is that it will be FREE to DFW-
MAS members.  We will be providing a variety of corals 
for this workshop, and will focus on fragging these corals 
during the demonstration. Each member in attendance will 
get to take some fragged corals home at the end of the day.  
The Workshop is timed so that it's just one month before our 
Semi-annual Frag Swap in June, so hopefully those that at-
tend will be able to make good use of these fragging tech-
niques.  

For those interested in keeping up to date with information 
pertaining to this event, please visit the Coral Propagation 
Workshop thread on our forums.  
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Continued on Page 2

DFWMAS Calendar
April 9, 2008 - Monthly Meeting 
Location:  Stacy's Furniture, 1900 South Main Street, Grapevine, TX 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
 
Please check the DFWMAS.org website to conþrm dates, times and locations.

http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.php?t=38322&highlight=
http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.php?t=38322&highlight=
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DFWMAS Membership Application

Attach a check and bring to a 
meeting or mail to:

Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 1403  
Bedford, TX 76095-1403

	  
First and Last Name

	  
Street Address 

	  
City, State and Zip

	  
Home Phone

	  
Cell Phone

	  
Email

	  
Forum Screen Name (if applicable) 
 

Annual Membership Options -  
choose one:

□ New $15	 □ Renewal $15

You can also apply for 
membership on our website:  

http://www.dfwmas.org

DFWMAS COOP News!

Just about a month ago, DFWMAS member Bill Graham 
graciously decided to donate a 75g system to our club.  He 
and his wife were simply moving and getting out of the 
hobby.  Rather than sell the system, they were thoughtful 
enough to donate it to our club.  The only catch was that 
we had to break it down.  I, along with a handful of club 
members went to their house on a Saturday to break down 
the system.  All of the corals have been donated to the 
COOP! 

The tank had an incredible amount of Euphyllia divisa 
(Frogspawn) and it has been divided up among many 
people in our club.  Hopefully in the near future we will 
see those that received frags donating fragments back into 
the program.  I think that this has given our program a 
solid jump-start.  

That being said, this program needs much more participa-
tion.  This means we, as members, need to take the time to 
understand how the program works and contribute.  We 
have such a large club with relatively little participation 
thus far.  If you are unfamiliar with the COOP, have ques-
tions, or want to become involved please visit the COOP 
Discussion forums. 

So what are we going to do with the system?  The Board 
of Directors has decided to offer the system up for sale on 
the forums.  This should take place by the middle of April, 
so keep an eye out for some good deals. 

Matt Little, 	
President, DFWMAS

President's Pen (continued)

http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/index.php?c=10
http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/index.php?c=10
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Continued on Page 4

Breeding Amphiprion Ocellaris aka Clownfish, part 2 
by Michelle Tsao (na1paj)

Setup
I started out with a 1-gallon container.   Many people use a 
10-gallon filled up halfway; 1-gallon works for me to keep the food dense 
enough for the larvae.  I put in the container a heater set for 84 degrees, a 
thermometer, a bubbler with airstone going at a couple bubbles per sec-
ond, and an ammonia alert badge.  It’s important to place the tubing un-
derneath the heater so that the bubbles can disperse the heat.  Then I cover 
the container with a black trash bag.  You can paint it black instead.  Try to 
keep the nursery as dark as possible -- ambient lighting will be plenty.  If 
the fry are diving to the bottom of the tank or if they’re spinning in circles, 
there is too much light.

At 3 weeks old, I transferred the fry to a 2.5 gallon container and added a couple fake anemones.  
These are actually rubber hair balls purchased from Walmart.  I filled in the insides with small rubble 
so they won’t float.  You’ll have to wash them once a week.  At this point I have about 150~200 fry.

At 2 months old, they need to be moved to a 5~10 gallon tank, just a regular set up with a HOB filter 
would be fine.  Just upgrade tank size as they get bigger.  We put ours in a tank connected to the main 
tank.  We don’t have to worry about temperature, aeration, or cleaning after this point.

Read Part 1 of this article - click here for the February 2008 Newsletter

http://www.dfwmas.org/NewsLetter/dfwmas_newsletter2008_02.pdf
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Laying Eggs
The eggs are usually laid about two hours before lights out. You will see the parents busily cleaning 
their home to prepare the eggs.

Here are some videos of them cleaning: 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8880784457385258064

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-914302733886267229

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=994738178903733361

In this video, if you look closely, you can see a tube hanging off the female’s belly

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8117607541397379395

In this video, you can see the female rubbing her belly against the pot to lay eggs

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-8771748278921913156

Eggs are laid. The male takes care of them:

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-3741955272030487928

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8639079414607793140

Once the eggs are laid, they will be orange and then they turn black. The eggs will begin develop-
ing silver eyes at about day 6~8, that’s when they’re ready to hatch within a day or two.  Let’s say, on 
day 6, you see the eggs with silver eyes, then you’ll need to get a flashlight and wait by the tank after 
lights out for about two hours.  May need to turn powerheads off.  Shine the flashlight at the eggs.  If 
you see larvae hatching, quickly remove the egg mass from the tank and put it in the nursery that you 
set up for the fry.  From this point on, every batch will most likely hatch on day 6, you won’t have to 
play the waiting game anymore.  If after waiting about two hours, you don’t see them hatching, then 
turn the powerhead back on and go to sleep.  Repeat the steps tomorrow night.

Capturing Fry
I find that the best way to hatch the clownfish fry is to put a terracotta pot near anemone hosting the 
clownfish pair so that they will lay their eggs in the pot.  I’ve seen people use tile and plastic, but the 
pot works better for me because the parent pair usually prefer to lay their eggs in a cave.  By doing so, 
you can remove the pot the night of hatching and put it in the fry tank instead of trying to find them 
in the main tank after the lights go out. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Breeding Clownfish, Part 2 (continued)

Continued on Page 5

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8880784457385258064
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-914302733886267229
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=994738178903733361
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8117607541397379395
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-8771748278921913156
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-3741955272030487928
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8639079414607793140
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When hatching the eggs, this is the set up:

Some time before the eggs are ready, you want to already set up the nursery so that the temperature 
is the same as the main tank. On the night of hatching, after lights go out, remove the pot from the 
main tank and place it in the nursery.  The pot has a small hole underneath.  Put the tubing through 
the hole from the bottom, and attach the airstone from the inside of the pot.  Do this very gently in the 
nursery tank, don’t crush the eggs.  Place the airstone near the egg mass so that the bubbles keep the 
eggs moving.  Turn the bubbles to about medium strong, not too strong or it’ll blast the eggs off and 
kill the fry.  Last thing, cover the tank completely so no light penetrates through.  You can actually 
set up the tank in a room or bathroom without windows and just close the door.  Wait about an hour 
and you can check on them.  If not all the eggs hatched, wait another hour or so.  After the eggs hatch 
(some eggs may not hatch at all), place the pot back into the main tank.  Turn the heater up to 84 de-
grees.  If your nursery is a 10 gallon tank, you may want to empty the tank half way, 5 gallon of water 
is plenty.  Or if you have another smaller nursery set up, you can scoop the fry up and transfer them.  
Make sure that the walls of the nursery tank are covered in black all the way around, so that no light 
penetrates through from the sides.  You can put a desk lamp near by or set the nursery near the main 
tank to get some ambient lighting.  If the larvae are diving to the bottom or spinning, then there’s too 
much light, just move the lighting source and the nursery farther apart.  Add some phytoplankton 
to the nursery (to help diffuse light and also feed the rotifers).  It’s probably past midnight now, so 
before heading to bed, feed them some rotifers.

Next month, we'll go through Feeding, Cleaning, and Other Important Factors.

Breeding Clownfish, Part 2 (continued)

http://www.dfwmas.org
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Octopus Care 
by Dale Tyler

The main deciding factor if you are considering getting an octopus, is usually the lifespan. At 1-2 years, it is 
rather short, and an even shorter 6-8 months for Dwarfs/Pygmies. Tragically short, considering the wonderful 
nature of these creatures. The worst part about purchasing a wild-caught octopus is that you don’t know how 
old it is. It might be a few weeks from death when it arrives. It might be a young juvenile with many joyful 
months to go. Unfortunately, very often new owners find that their new octopus has made a den, laid eggs, 
and won’t see it out again until they are taking its carcass out of the tank, then they can try their luck at raising 
the babies... if the eggs are fertile.

Next you have to consider that there really aren’t any suitable tankmates. And even still, whether or not you 
can provide suitable live food if it never accepts frozen foods.

Also, a chiller may be neccessary as some species are from cold water areas.

If that isn’t discouraging, then please continue reading.

Before I get started on the needs of a captive octopus, let me emphasize that Blue-Rings are deadly. This is not 
a myth. It is not over-hyped. It is REAL. It bites you, YOU DIE. It’s not a quick, peaceful death either. You lay 
there. Your brain and your heart are the only organs that continue to function unaffected, while you suffocate 
to death, hearing and seeing everything going on around you, unable to do anything about it. Not pleasant at 
all.

Mimic Octopus, Zebra Octopus, or Wonderpus are very rare finds in the wild. There is very little information 
about them available to hobbyists, and they are quite different from most other octopus species. There are very 
reputable, responsible people keeping these particular species with mixed results. They do not display their 
amazing mimic behaviors in captivity. That said, with conservation in mind, let’s stick to the more common 
species, and leave the rare ones in the ocean where they belong. Besides, why spend $300-$600 on something 
that might possibly die in a week or two?

Most octopus species share the same basic care neccessities: Strong filtration, low lighting, and live food items 
of saltwater origin.

An ideal tank size is 50 gallons or more for most common species, 30 gallons for a “Dwarf” or “Pygmy”, and 
125 gallons for an O. Vulgaris.

Acclimation:

I am personally a fan of the drip method. A 5-gallon bucket and a “Critter Keeper” is good to have for this 
occasion. Why the Critter Keeper? Because your octopus is likely to climb straight out of the bucket/bag dur-
ing the acclimation process, so keeping it contained is a good idea. After enough water has filled the bucket 
to submerge the Critter Keeper, allow the octopus to come out. This is a great time to bond with your new pet 
and get an idea of its personality. Some octos are bold, and some are shy. If you’re brave enough, try touch-
ing it and see what its reaction is. Not too much interaction yet though! You don’t want to stress it out after its 
journey, and you definitely don’t want to make it ink! This could be disastrous!

Continued on Page 7
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Octopus Care (continued)

Filtration:

Octopuses are very messy eaters. While they munch down on whatever meal they picked up, they discard a 
lot of it. Pieces are torn and spit out. Then, during digestion, more pieces are ejected. Considering most of your 
cleanup crew are going to become snacks, the buildup of waste in your tank is inevitable. Thus, it is wise to 
have way more filtration than necessary running at all times. If you have a 50 gallon tank, you should have a 
skimmer designed for a 150. Wet/Dry filters are an excellent method of denitrification, as are refugiums. This 
means plumbing! An internal overflow is idea, but it can be done in a tank that isn’t drilled. As with all saltwa-
ter tanks, regular water changes are mandatory.

An abundance of Live Rock is suggested, as it would be for any saltwater tank. You just can’t beat its filtration 
abilities. The more rock you have, the more hiding places your octopus has. This will make your octopus feel 
safer, and in turn, it will be more likely to venture about its home in full view.

Housing:

Octopuses are very inquisitive creatures. It is going to explore every single inch of its habitat. This includes the 
intakes and returns from your filtration. You can use plastic mesh/window screen to cover the intakes so that 
your 8-legged buddy doesn’t get sucked into a propeller, pump, or overflow. It is also wise to fasten the protec-
tive cover on any powerhead intakes securely, using non-toxic glue, perhaps even using foam/sponge to keep 
the tips of its arms from being sucked into the propeller. Next, ALL POSSIBLE EXITS must be covered and 
sealed. Any gaps between the lids and equipment should be closed off with whatever non-toxic material you 
deem fit. I have found that thick styrofoam is great for filling large spaces, and is easily cut to fit, and can be 
squeezed into place to make a secure bond. Duct tape also lives up to its reputation. Oh yeah, and tape those 
lids down tight! After watching you open and close that lid a few times, your octopus is going to try to do it 
too.

The main thing to keep in mind when octo-proofing your tank, is that the octopus has no bones. It can squeeze 
through any tiny space as large as its beak if it really wants to. This might be easier to gauge by its eyes, since 
the beak is hidden 99% of the time.

Lighting:

Many Octopus species are nocturnal and thus react poorly to the typical reef lighting. Low-wattage fluorescent 
bulbs are ideal, and with time, a nocturnal octopus may adapt to daytime activity. If not, keeping the tank in a 
dark room, with red lighting might do the trick. Octopus's eyes do not pick up frequencies of light in the red 
range very well, and therefore tricks them into thinking it’s still dark. Even a diurnal octopus may react poorly 
to metal halides or VHO lighting. The higher the kelvin rating, the more likely it will drive your octopus into 
hiding.

Continued on Page 8
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Continued on Page 9

Octopus Care (continued)
Feeding:

The octopus is a saltwater predator, therefore it is designed to eat saltwater prey. Food items of freshwater 
origin are not fit for the octopus diet, or any other saltwater predators diet for that matter. In order to sustain 
a healthy specimen, one should feed live crabs, shrimp, snails, mussels, and perhaps even small fish. Offering 
frozen shrimp or silversides occasionally could lead to the animal accepting a more convenient and cheaper 
food source.

On a side note, foods for filter feeders may actually benefit octopuses too, but there is no scientific data to back 
this up.

Tankmates:

Depending on your octopus's personality, it may or may not be compatible with a potential tankmate. Most 
fish are prone to nipping at anything they perceive to be edible, and an octopus in disguise might appear to be 
some tasty algae, or an arm might appear to be a squirmy worm. This harassment might lead to stress, which 
could result in your octopus hiding all the time, or even its death. On the other hand, your octopus might be a 
fish-eating machine and decimate the population of the tank very quickly. Either way, it’s safest to avoid either 
of these scenarios.

The safest choice for a tankmate seems to be starfish and/or urchins -- Serpent Stars, Brittle Stars, Chocolate 
Chip Stars, etc. Keep in mind however, that some starfish are voracious carnivores, and if your octopus gets 
trapped in a hole with the starfish on top, it will likely become starfish dinner. Also, some urchins have venom-
ous spines and octopus flesh isn’t very protective.

Entertainment:

Not your entertainment, the octopus's! Being an intelligent creature, the octopus needs mental stimulation to 
live a healthy life. Octopuses are proven to display “play” behavior, and need something more than just rocks 
and shells to play with. They need challenges. They need toys!

Adding non-toxic toddler toys to your tank is a great way to discover just how creative an octopus can be.

Try a ping-pong ball, a bottle, a container with snap on lid, or Legos. Place a crab in a small, clear container 
with a lid, and it’s not unlikely that your Octopus will eventually figure out how to remove the lid for the treat 
inside.

Senescence:

Senescence is the period in which the octopus begins to deteriorate. This is usually brought on by old 
age. Symptoms may be shown by cloudy eyes, or strange behavior. Male octopuses are reported to 
actually become senile. Most females are laying eggs at this point, and will most likely refuse to eat 
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Octopus Care (continued)
and remain with the eggs in her den until death.

Reproduction:

Reproduction is the beginning of the end for most octopuses. Males will die shortly after mating, and 
most likely females will die shortly before, or during her eggs hatching. Rarely females can live weeks 
after her eggs have hatched. Fortunately for females, they can choose when to lay the eggs, so they 
can live months after receiving the male's donation.

Eggs:

Octopus eggs are comparable in appearance to grains of rice. Usually they are strung together in 
groups, hung from the ceiling of the den. Some species hatch as tiny octopuses, some hatch as even 
smaller plankton-sized individuals. I personally am not experienced in this particular area, but there 
are people currently successfully breeding octopuses, so it can be done!

Most local fish stores have no idea what they have when they receive an octopus. All too often they 
are labeled “Common Octopus” or even just plain “Octopus”. This is a problem, because it could be 
a Dwarf, or it could grow to be a significantly large O. vulgaris. This will impact the size of tank, the 
filtration of the tank, and the amount of food it needs.

If you’re seriously interested in purchasing an octopus, it’s best to do tons of research. Read, read, and 
read some more. Look at octopus pictures and familiarize yourself with the identifying features of 
individual species. Some have extensive webbing between their arms, some have little webbing, some 
have really long arms, some have really short arms, some have false-eye spots. Coloration and pattern 
may give you an idea, but isn’t a reliable way to identify a species, as it changes from moment to mo-
ment.

O. Briareus for example show a bright blue/green shine and have very extensive webbing. Dwarfs 
have very large eyes in relation to their mantle size. Aculeatus abdopus has very long arms. O. bimacula-
tus and O. bimaculoides, as well as .ȭɯŗÓÖÚÜÚ aka O. hummelincki, have a false-eye spot below their eyes 
which flashes a bright blue when distressed.
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Photo of the Month
The category was "Fish", photo by Keith, aka kwl1763

The Newsletter Needs You!
We need writers! Now, a lot of you think you can't write an article - but we're not only looking for ad-
vanced topics here - we need beginners stories, tips, product reviews, and more! Share your experienc-
es, send us your photos of coral growth. Tell us about your favorite fish!  Don't be too concerned about 
your spelling or grammar - we'll make sure your story shines!

Email your contributions to dfwmas.news@gmail.com


