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We just finished up our largest annual event last week!
What an event! | hope everyone in attendance gained
new knowledge about the hobby. If the information
gained can be used to make you a better reef-keeper,

then we have achieved our goal. | would like to thank

all those that helped make this event possible with the
planning and actual running of the event. | appreciate all
those that were in attendance. Dr. Sanjay Joshi, Dr. Frank
Marini, Adam Blundell, and Dr. Mac all were great speak-
ers and it was a pleasure having them visit our club. 1
would also like to thank all of our contributing sponsors:

e Zoanuts = The True Percula
= The Coral Broker = The Frag-Mag
= Frank’s Tanks - #Uu, EEw/EEDrEusEll @UEED)-

< Tranquil Scape ture)

e Seachem e Fish2morrow

e Dr. Foster & Smith ©
e Reef Nutrition

= The Phyto Lady

Euro-Reef

= Aquarium Oddballs
e Extreme Corals
« Melev’s Reef

Continued on Page 2

m/
Oz

YEOUEUAul YU

DFWMAS Mission Statement

= Strives to initiate public interest in
the marine aquarium hobby.

= Educates hobbyists regarding
the importance of the marine
ecosystem.

= Increases knowledge in the
husbandry of the closed marine
aquarium system.

= Promotes captive propagation.

DFWMAS Calendar

February 13, 2008 - Monthly Meeting
Location: Stacy's Furniture, 1900 South Main Street, Grapevine, TX
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.

Please check the DFWMAS.org website to conprm dates, times and locations.
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DFWMAS Membership Application

Attach a check and bring to a
meeting or mail to:

Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 1403
Bedford, TX 76095-1403

First and Last Name

Street Address

City, State and Zip

Home Phone

Cell Phone

Email

Forum Screen Name (if applicable)

Annual Membership Options -
choose one:

¢ New $15 @ Renewal $15

You can also apply for
membership on our website:
http://www.dfwmas.org
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President's Pen (continued)

We are already planning Next Wave 2009 and would like
your input as to what you would like to see at the next
conference. If you have the time, take a look at our Next
6 EYTulYYNulOUUO for current discussion of the event and
give us your thoughts. How can we make it a better ex-
perience? Our goal is to make Next Wave 2009 an even
better event!

/U0xOUTE D000 TUIUPEIDOTu"* GOOTEIROOWDO = EPEDD
If you have not heard, there is a bill being proposed to
restrict the collection of specific tropical fish in Hawaii.

This bill would restrict the collection of Yellow Tangs,
Potter’s Angels, Flame Angels, all Puffer fish, all Boxfish,
all Butterflys, Cleaner Wrasses, all Eels, and possibly more
in the future if deemed threatened. This would take place
for at least a period of one year to assess fish populations
and effect of collections. The restrictions will have a direct
impact on the number of specimens available for purchase
in the hobby, and most definitely the price we pay.

Many hobbyists make the argument that this is bad for
our hobby and numbers of collected fish are inflated. The
bottom line is this; these waters have been over-collected
for some years now. One of the most over-collected fish

is the Yellow Tang (Zebrasoma flavescens). Over 700,000
specimens are taken annually in specifically for the use

of the aquarium hobby (Wood 2001). According to Eric
Borneman, “Over-collection of Potter’s and Yellow Tangs
has been a problem known for over ten years, and the
Line Islands shouldn’t be fished (commercially or orna-
mentally) at all. There should be a complete no-take zone.
If Fishing Replenishment Areas (FRASs) become effective
tools or are expanded so that populations recover, | would
support the ornamental lobby to collect at higher levels as
long as they are sustainable.”

Continued on Page 3
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ttp://www.reefcentral.com/forums/showthread.php?s=&threadid=1052426&highlight=dino
ttp://www.reefcentral.com/forums/showthread.php?s=&threadid=1052426&highlight=dino
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2008/bills/SB3225.htm
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President's Pen (continued)

What can we do to help? | believe that we need to support the bill. We love the creatures we
keep and environments that we try to recreate in our homes. With that in mind, our tanks
should come second to the very environment we appreciate so much. The reefs are widely be-
lieved to be in decline. Last year at MACNA XIX, Dr. Ronald Shimek stated that “the coral reefs
as we know them today will be gone in 50 years due to many variables.” We need to take the
proper care to ensure that we do not speed up the decline of our reefs any sooner than the in-
evitable course they are already on. As time passes, there will most likely be more restrictions if
reefs continue to be over-collected or suffer as a result of our hobby.

What can we do to help ourselves? Hobbyists must try and focus on aqua-culture of corals and
captive breeding of fish even more. Any reefer can easily set up a tank merely for the propaga-
tion of corals on a small scale. | think we should focus on a goal of making self-sustainable the
majority of fish, inverts, and corals that we keep in this hobby. There is readily available infor-
mation for the hobbyist to successfully breed Clownfish, as well as other popular species of fish.
This has become more commonplace in recent years.

There are programs in place to help further the rearing of inverts, such as Project DIBS. This
project mission statement is to create an online community collaborating on openly sharing
knowledge of how to breed marine invertebrates. The Project DIBS community will examine
ways to increase the availability of captive-bred invertebrates in the aguarium industry, with the
ultimate goal of reducing wild collection of inappropriate or over-harvested animals. This gives
all hobbyists the opportunity to get involved on a grassroots level and contribute.

Project SECORE is another program worth discussing. Project SECORE (SExual COral REpro-
duction) is a coral reef conservation initiative of public aguaria aimed at enhancing the coopera-
tion between aquaria and research institutions to develop and apply coral breeding techniques.
They are currently focusing on developing appropriate breeding, aquaculture and cryopreserva-
tion techniques for the threatened Elkhorn coral (Acropora palmata). At these annual workshops,
they have successfully collected gametes of the Elkhorn coral during the mass spawning event
of this threatened species; they hope to rear large quantities of larvae for distribution to the par-
ticipating institutions. The goal is to further study the recruitment under aquarium conditions.
As a result, they have been able to rear these larvae (in captivity) into sustainable corals to be
shared among public aguariums. These are projects that take an idea and put it into progress
which can benefit everyone. There are many ways to help support these types of groups. Even
if you cannot physically become involved in such a project, consider supporting such groups
through a donation. http://www.secore.org/

Be a more responsible reef-keeper by making more responsible purchases. Take the time to

research that coral or fish with which you’re inexperienced before purchasing. Understand the

needs to successfully keep your corals, fish, and invertebrates. All too often, corals, various
Continued on Page 4
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President's Pen (continued)

starfish, anemones, and fish are readily available in the trade that are proven to have dismal
rates of sustainability in our aquariums. These items are available only because people con-
tinue to buy them. The proper research prior to purchase can be helpful to ensure that livestock
doesn’t have to unnecessarily perish in our tanks due to improper husbandry. In addition,
proper quarantine of livestock will also give us the ability to determine possible ailments that
can be dealt with before introducing to the display, thus creating a higher, unexpected mortality
rate within our own reef tanks.

If you are still skeptical about whether or not this bill is worthwhile, please take the time to visit
the links below. Eric Borneman provided these for me, and now | share them with you.

1 T0E0TEu+DO0Us
e TUxorrPPITEPERITEUIUUD TEURUTUTEVETYUTxOUIYUETO0EU0aDOE TRIUTIO0s1
- TUxorrbPPEEYEOETEEGUEUDUIEOO 1YYk 1tOTEDE
e TUxorrbPPiYEOEOUY TUPUUITEUrTEEBUUON "ExBlDODTITY, 23TTUBUTIIY1YY+ixET (Adobe Acro-
EE(w/#%ur 014
e TUxarTEPERITOYEOOUrEEUr<x UEUEU TUUNULI%KIxETwy  EOETY EUOEEN/#%urr014
e TUxorEEOEIOOUIOOEETTOYFTEOUAUITOUEOUEOUT T IYEOUEORUTxOUle 1YYk, = (¢ TN¥¢"*ixEI (Adobe
EUOEEN/#%ur 014
= TYxorrbbPiYEOEOUY TP UUI EUrTEEHRUIVOKIEETTIO
LTITUTOET U
Wood, E. 2001. Collection of coral reef fish for aquaria: global trade, conservation issues and
management strategies. Marine Conservation Society.

Matt Little
President, DFWMAS
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http://www.hawaii.edu/ssri/hcri/research/reports/scholarly/index.shtml#1
http://www.advancedaquarist.com/2005/2/media
http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/fac/tissot/Capitini%20MSThesis%202003.pdf
http://hawaii.gov/dlnr/dar/pubs/ar_hrs188F5.pdf
http://ccma.nos.noaa.gov/ecosystems/coralreef/coral_report_2005/MHI_Ch9_C.pdf
http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/fac/tissot/lab.htm
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A New Perspective
by Matthew Sample

P TTOuUIENITEspEUEIOOTI000xuUTOxu0ur OEWOUIENI T TDOTOUOEROCu(T Y TUWOTTE TEWO1000 PUEEOUN2EPENT Uy
tanks.

(UPEUUTEEDO TUUT TUEEN W OUEUIREO T Ui OUITTWO TP UOTYTUECEWTOUTTUITEWI T TuOO T TR0 Tu(up OUOELTEY TuhOT Eu
T

+10O TurUU0DOINOEUETuOAUT 0w , auUTEWOEO Tl , EUTTPI2EOx0TuhiOauiOUUOIOEO Tl , EYTTP#2EO 01U
(just to confuse everyone.) | have had freshwater tanks of every shape, size, and type from the age of 16,
ECE(IEOIO0 UG TEY TuEsPD Tu TOTENT Uur UTWEOOUEOEux T00mOTTOTUEOWE Ulu(iTEY TuUxu D OukkuTEOOOuiUTUT -
PETUurUTWEOOWTOIO ad TWENBET WIEOORUENOITEY TuLEOTUITEWEITuPN IO Tul KrAl(uPOUOLTIOOUTOO Ty
and they work with me. | have two children: one is two years old, and one is seven years old. They each

%0000 (uP OUOELRO TWOWEAUITTUT®UOOuR TY TUAITRO T TUTR Ul Gu000 PAEEOUMIEN PEITUEGUERUOUl—QuOEY T
how much you read, there is always something else to learn. So here’s something just to get you started in
the right direction.

upYOTuIBUOOUAN V0im(uiOUOEWEOMYuTENOOWEOCuPAITIEWIECEIEOEIEIEEDO x aui QU3 1YYy YUEOEWTTOu(u 100
UOEOUTEw0OO0RO Tui OUu TEr00UEROOu(uO TTETEd(uPEVUO0EWOUT ThEWD TU1EVAOUEIEEOBUITUUOUUEOUT TIESITa(
EOUT TUuEuP 10rEVAWVEDT Eui OUIENI KYuTEWOOWEOOUEOE(WEOUT TUEWEEORUIT Unir 00T UUENT Enl OUuEMAYUTENO OWEO (U
r TOUTEWTEUTOU0ELE O T TUIEOUEOE(WTEEWTEEUENOWEEOUNTOPIEDSEUMIBIBULIOIOT T xuUENPEITUIEOOUEOU-
UTE0020u00u(u TOUEWO UG T 2wl T TuDO TuPEWE OO T0u(uTEEWUx T00m3n0KY Y6y Yul OUIEMYuTENOOWU TIU xuEOEUUEDEIOO U
even have water for it yet, not to mention rock, sand, or anything else.
I was out of money so | went to craigslist.org, and basically said “I will take any and all donations to get
me started.” A few people emailed me and said to get on the DFWMAS forum, and so | started looking
and reading. Man, | felt sick! I could have had a fully-stocked tank for the same price! Also, | found that
the canopy | bought was not the one | should have because it wasn’t tall enough. Then | found that | had
Eup 101EVAEQEWTTUEROIEENUEEUUTUTIT TWODIUEIT U TEXxTOTEWOur OEWTBIOUNB TT0u(ux OUIT EuxdEIUUTUOTIO A
system. So | spent time and converted my wet-dry to a sump / refugium with a Deep Sand Bed, and now
my tank is doing very well.
20T TUTUEOulrRIO OO TUDONEOE(UTEY TUEOUOI0TUUEOUENUNDY TWOEOUWEOELr UTau(ur TOUTu(ZY 1OY TUITELEEOU
FHYYYIEOI TR TUECE(ITOUT Tim0O0 0O TUEEECNP TEIPOUIELWE QUEDFTUTOWSUEOELD TEMWEDEW(T 10U T 10T Ty
rU00lpOTIEUOUOEY
(I would like to say that | can by no means list ALL the needed items; that is dependent on the tank you

plan on keeping. Also, | want to just say up front that this is only my opinion, and | suggest you do even
more research before moving forward. )

STTur 00000 TuPEOIIOWEALIG (30 WETENDHIWExx TEWOOWTTulOUUOUITEAO ViU TiaO Ui TEEWPEDIT Eui Ol

Continued on Page 6
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A New Perspective (continued)
%OUIO 1000 EUIT TIKY Yu&EOOCub I TUENWI T TuIIO OpOTULi OUu3hoK Y Y T Ul TEBUIOUITTUOTRITOUUTH
$2UIxOTOUmUUIUx xOUTWT Tur UU0ITOO TWOEOOUE TURUITTWEOOA TTTTUTEEaLUNE 1ENECENNOIO au0xp000UIP Oy
OYTUROP OO0 xOUBI TUIRE TUOTWITTWEOON3 TTONOOY TuOOWOWT TWIECEIEOEIEEOOx 33 TTIEEOOx AulUUMO T TEUO
ETuEOwhu(@EwEUENOTEUN 1-uEECY T T TWEOOU3 TTUEOYO QU O x QUIEOISO U0 T T EWUXEE TuiOUT Y 100 T TuRO TuEu
UOOXUUTIUTOUOUUIOO O TULEOENXOP TUETOUTUpUAt20uad Uud TTEWOLOECTWUUTEOELO TEVUUTHILEOENr TUUTWOUN
what equipment you plan to put in there.
200 1ux10x0IIOEO TUELTOMTWITUOUT TuEWPEOWECEITEY TEWT X EVEI Tur UTWOO Oubbi TiO OUIO I T Tul @Upx O 100
behind the tank. But if you're like me, the only space you have is under your tank. You have to remember
ITENROIOECAUEEUTUNAOUO T T EWCux U T Tul @Upx O TOUNOUE TTOUTua0 Uux Ul T TWIEOOIOOUEC Eur 00U xubal TuDENT U
pUTTETOUTUWEUEE WO EaII0xuadUnil0Oux UUsO TUEOAITIO TWEUT TWUOE TUITTUTUOOE TuU T TWEOOCWUMOuXIEETHAI WO
PUTEWTIUTIOOBUETOOERETENECEDIad Ui EOUEIEEEOUXIEEODUIT Uzlax Tur(UTUNAOUEEQUT THOO TUOTTOUTY
too. Don’t forget to get a skimmer, which will help keep the water clean and free of waste. | converted my
oversized wet-dry to a sump / refugium, and the tank is doing great.

Don’t forget the power center, pumps to run everything, and any plumbing you will need.

The #%6 ,  21+D00UI/ETe has a link to Marc Levenson’s site that will get you started in the right direc-
tions.
—IYTWOUL3 /6 3$mEiPEAlIOUTIA - r## (G TOECEUT T livyuTECOOUT Y TUau TTOWUOOu = $ 1ui OUi3hiAKul OUuku
TENOOUH20O 1T OIECEIEUauplui VO OuEw+%28u ,, EUEL+TYTOUOOEEIUENAUUTO0UBENT Uux UUDrEEROOWUONIUNEDEL(EOu
TOPOTWOUTTIOO TUIUOOUTEOUES TUN(ux OOMITTUIO OO TAUIVO O™ * TUUIOEUG  STUNOO0O TUENEWOUOTWITTOW(urOENTBl
DULUTTUETUOO Tu(EEQur OEU3 T TuxETULTUTENWIO0N Ou - +#uUOBNIBUET rOBITOAUEY , 4230~ 5%
Another thing | have seen is people will just put the water in the tank and expect it to cycle. You have to
EEEWOOTITIO Tur V& OuEOEIEUauIOO TETTEXIEEQUTOMECEWEEEWTTON I TWOUTWOWESTWTTOWOUNETTOUTWITTY
rock, otherwise they are hard to get out without a trap. [ed: | suggest skipping the damsels and using
fresh shrimp from the deli counter in a tank with live rock and substrate.] Live rock will work, too. There
are many articles on live rock, and | found that the best curing process is with no sand on the tank bot-
tom, but to be honest, WAIT and good already cured and nice colored live rock will show up on the forum
cheaper than Local Fish Stores prices.
#1Txi2E0Eu 1 TE U2 1 UREUTUEQUCOO O I TOUTWI IO TUITENT YTUAOO T TEWEDFTUTOOX00MO0UEEO U TuaOUIEU Ty
TOpOTWOWUTWUENIVEIT T THUECEMOOIEIUUT TEUEOUEImPlubpuOOUTOMEIE WO EOAUE TOT rIWEWEOEUU TWEOEWDH00
EENROOEW20IOO Tur UTUEOEMOY TUIUWITE (RO TWOUEN TOW T TWUECEuOUURUBIua00OOIE TIEE TWIOUE QUEUTOOELEWOEY
in crushed coral. Once you get your rock and sand in, WAIT. It takes about 6 weeks to see a good cycle.
- OO0 T Tur VOO TDO TUWTEWTE x x 10UBUITENAOUUUOEQuppuOUOUEUO B Ol TRUBIEO O <010 T0auOOUO EWEOE DL
may stay this way until it transitions to the nice purple color, which can take some time. Some of mine is
still brown. At this point, there really isn’t a need for lights, but there soon will be. When your rock starts

turning color, you should look at your tests and watch your cycle. When it is over, and only when it is
Continued on Page 7
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A New Perspective (continued)
OYTUEEEaOUUENT EOIUxENT P20 O TUENTEQIUXIEUT PUEURUTUULE OuOONRO TWl T TUEAEITUEQEuPRNMED 1110 Uux Ul
them in the tank too early.
—OP iUt Tul OUIT TR T TIWOEO O TuOOkWE OuOOUTOPO TuIOUT T0ROUIOUTUTENE TUENumI TUBUMOUIELTTUBO TWUIE(-
ed” overview, and there is plenty of information out there. If you are going for a coral tank, Metal Halides
are the way to go - NOT Power Compacts - especially for deeper tanks. Power Compacts are good to get
started, but you will have to upgrade then sooner or later, depending on the corals you plan on keeping.
Now, lights are going to heat your water up, so you probably need to get a clip-on fan and put it on your
refugium or sump to help with cooling. I also have two computer-type fans under my canopy to help cool
the water.
- OO TWIOWOOUTUKRO UL EITUUT OO TulOuT YE x QUED TuOUNBO Tu(UEW T Tur UTWEUTUTORO TWIOUEUDOOW T TuENT U
fast. You’ll lose at least a gallon a day, and the rate increases with fan use and light use. Now this is an
DOxOUIEOIxOpOIITTUe  3%Lul YExOUEITUNOOUIT TWUENWIOID TTOiaO U0 xud Ful T TUTBUOOO T T EulGux UIUEID Ol
%pOE000ROUITTIOIEEEUT Tur UTat 1" 1$%4-+HECEI6  (SumadUEEOIEValT Tur UTua0UubEGUIVOOuEITOOE
TTEVTauEQOuOUTEORIT TuxUBE TLOUE TY 1 U T EOUEOEEOyr UTL000UT (a0 UEUTUTORO TWlOTEY TUEOUEOUMI T TULUEUTy
ETUUEROur UMW TENAO U pOOIE TEEOTWIOTEY TREOE®iaO UEUTuT OO0 TWOUTEY Tul T0U0ITTOWOO 10O Y TUIUOUEITED-
TUOEUTUOUNE U 1005w EQUOUX 0T EulOur OEu(iEOUOEIOOWTEY TuEux EUREUOEUUTUO xuE 1EEUUTIipOUIEITUOIEDE
OROUIUEU UG
+000uENACUUIEOOWURATUEOELr TOUTWOUMIT TuEDOI0OEEUEEEOUERO TWIOUTO PUEN W T Tur UTUEUTUTODO TWIOUT TUWOOITO P
big they are when you get them. Make sure they all play nice together and with any corals or inverts you
x0EOIOOUTTYROTa  0UOMDIAOUEUTUIOUNTTUDO TWOUEUIT Eo0u0u EUDTUIOWOT T xur UTur VU080 U000 Pl T TUTEVE 200 T Ui
that will not die if you mess up your tank parameters.
3 *$8 . 413( , $ubTT10iOUEEENrUTHuUERxIEEEROEITUENOIOTUOOUOEY T Ui TENRIBURUIOULOTEVOT EuEWT -
son about not drip acclimating a coral, and it is not faring so well, and | am hoping it will come back. It
PEUETOOENTEVE OO 1000OUECEIOO PBIEOTUOOINOO0NY TUaWTTENT 28O ULEEQuOMur UTUEOEIEOUENUDTIAO ULE Cu
not spend the time it takes to drip acclimate them.

If you have a question, check in the “new to the hobby” section of the DFWMAS forum. Odds are that if
you have a question someone else has had the same question over the years, and the answer is there. If

I now realize | have typed to page 3, and | have said a lot, and yet it’s nothing in comparison to how large
the whole picture of saltwater aquariums is. The one thing | want to really get to you to understand is
WAIT, READ, and ASK. In the long run, following those guidelines will help keep you going in the right
direction and be more successful than if you were doing it on your own; not to mention saving you tons of
money.
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Photo of the Month - We have a tie!

Winner #1
"Moonlit Ricordia" by Madison, aka Hunchback
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Winner #1
"Plate coral/Fungia" by Mark

The Newsletter Needs You!
We need writers! Now, a lot of you think you can't write an article - but we're not only looking for ad-
vanced topics here - we need beginners stories, tips, product reviews, and more! Share your experienc-
es, send us your photos of coral growth. Tell us about your favorite psh! Don't be too concerned about
your spelling or grammar - we'll make sure your story shines!

Email your contributions to dfwmas.news@gmail.com

TUximb b BIETPOEUIOIT




FW YEOUEUaulyYW

/EThiy

Tank of the Month
280g Mixed Reef - Peter Blair (psteeleb)

When | moved back to Texas in 2005, | wanted to get back into saltwater. | looked around and decided |

wanted something around 180 gallons, based on footprint. | was looking for something about 6’ to 7’ long and
IOUOEIEIOUTEulUNWUTOOxuEli# —  WECEWETEDETEWOIEUabla3 T TWEOOUOTENUUTO TOUNEUTIK 21000 THE ul K2uE T Tx0Eaw
36 tall. This included the tank, a sump, main pump, a closed loop pump, stand with oak cabinetry, hood, a %2
TxuETO0TUWEL?/UTEBROOu , EUBOT2uOO O TUEOEKIIKY PO TIEWTERE TUa3 TTWEOOTEWIPOEOUOTUOYTUROP U TEWEUTY
E U001 Eui OULEI U 2uEUEDOUE O Euhy2ul T00UO(MEUOUTEITUT Tuhu2uTO0T UEBO0T EOul T TUEOYO Oui OUELEIOUT EndOOx b

The tank is built into an existing open hallway that is visible from our family and dining rooms. | have the
family room side framed in, but I’'m still working on the dining room side. All access and maintenance to the
tank is from the dining room side, so my design includes building in some bi-fold doors to improve tank acces-
sibility.

3TTOENOUENUx0EaOEIUE T Uul AYOE O TutpY TuOEQUE OEuhv+YUOE WO TWOEE TLOE YEWOEOR&DY TOWT TWOEWOPUE TXITUECELETT xu
PEOUTEWO0TEY TWENOTEUNK200ul T TUEEEOUEOEIEEOUl2upOul T TuiUOOUI0uxUOYRE Tul OOUT TGO OO T1OIOEOEIEUOUOEN
the rockwork for maintenance. | was able to do this by adding feet to selected pieces of base rock that helped
provide a stable foundation for the rockwork.

Continued on Page 11
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