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President's Pen
Is Your Reef on a Super Model’s Diet?

I thought a discussion about feeding our reef tanks might be a
fun article for this month’s President’s Pen. | ask “Is your reef
on a super model’s diet” because many of us as hobbyists tend
to under-feed our tanks. The focus is generally ensuring that
our fish are fed well and our corals have good exposure to light
and room to grow. Hobbyists are concerned with polluting our
tanks with too much food, which in turn may result in high
phosphate and nitrate levels. In addition, eventual nuisance
algae and the possible health decline of our corals are not far
off if these parameters are not corrected.

There is a strong belief among many aquarists that our corals
are underfed and may actually do better with more regular
feedings. | have personally been a stingy reefer over the years
keeping mostly LPS, soft corals, and SPS. However, these days
I have focused on keeping primarily LPS, such as Acanthastrea
lordhowensis, Duncanopsammia axifuga, Scolymia australis, Blas-
tomussa wellsi, and various species of Euphyllia. All of these
corals seem to respond extremely well to target feedings. |
thought it would be a good idea to try feeding my corals more
regularly. My hope is that | will be rewarded in the long run
with increased growth and more than | might otherwise expe-
rience with little-to-no target feedings.

It is pretty easy to figure out which corals just don’t respond
well to feedings. | don’t waste my time with Zoanthids, pho-
tosynthetic Gorgonians, Leathers, and other similar soft corals
that seem to have little to no feeding response once the food
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DFWMAS Mission Statement

= Strives to initiate public interest in
the marine aquarium hobby.

= Educates hobbyists regarding
the importance of the marine
ecosystem.

= Increases knowledge in the
husbandry of the closed marine
aquarium system.

= Promotes captive propagation.

DFWMAS Calendar

March 12, 2008 - Monthly Meeting
Location: Stacy's Furniture, 1900 South Main Street, Grapevine, TX
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.

Please check the DFWMAS.org website to conprm dates, times and locations.

Table of Contents
President's Pen ............. Page 1
DFWMAS Calendar.......... Page 1
Membership Application ..

Page 2

Breeding Amphiprion Ocellaris
aka Clownpsh, part 1...... Page 3

The Nano-Fish Report ..... Page 8

Photo of the Month ........ Page 9

http://www.dfwmas.org




"DFW
Q_ﬁ/ ARINE AQUARIUM SOCIETY

February 2008

Page 2

DFWMAS Membership Application

Attach a check and bring to a
meeting or mail to:
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P.O. Box 1403
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Cell Phone
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President's Pen (continued)

starts to enter the water. Many soft corals such as those belong-
ing to the genus Zoanthus primarily depend upon dissolved
organic matter. The bottom line is that many corals do not have
the feeding apparatus conducive to being aggressive feeders
such as the larger polyp LPS species of corals.

Some corals respond quicker than others simply from the smell
of the food and begin extending their feeding tentacles. | typi-
cally will feed my fish first. Within about 10 minutes, most of
the LPS in my system will begin to “beg.” Once this has hap-
pened, | turn off my power-heads to reduce the turbulent flow
throughout the tank, and target feed the corals. After most of
the corals have attempted to eat, | turn my power-heads back
on (about 5-10 minutes).

| probably target feed my LPS 2-3 times per week (1 cube per
feeding). So how the heck do | get away with this in a 20g
tank?! Keep in mind this is a bare-bottom tank! There is about
25 pounds of live rock, an AquaC Remora skimmer, and that

is it in terms of filtration. The bottom of the tank is siphoned
regularly to prevent any unnecessary build up of detritus, and
5g water changes are done weekly. There are only two fish in
the system so a low fish bio-load helps to keep the parameters
in check. The tank has zero nuisance algae and has shown very
positive growth of corals and coralline algae. | cannot stress
the importance of the export of nutrients. Finding the amount
of acceptable food is entirely dependent on your ability to ex-
port unwanted nutrients.

Keep in mind that the type of corals you are attempting to feed
will have a lot to do with the type of foods you might offer.

A predominantly SPS system will have different food needs
than that of an LPS system. The size of the food is crucial as to
whether or not the coral can accept it, so take the time to re-
search the needs of your corals.

Since | have begun feeding my LPS, | would say that the
growth has shown positive results and the corals seem much
more inflated and happy. So next time you are feeding your
fish, ask yourself: ’Is my reef on a super model’s diet?”

Matt Little,
President, DFWMAS

http://www.dfwmas.org
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by Michelle Tsao (nalpaj)
Introduction
HUTTEO TUEOOP O r UTUEECUE Tul RIUTO 102l UOME UIENUGuIRURO Tiu(UutdO Ty TEYSO TuOT P EOUOUNEUIT UOEUTEOTY
1T Oup ka0 U000 PuP TENWO TEONO OO UEOEIEEE Ukiu3 TTHO x OUIECNITIO TWOWUOE TUUIEOEMUIITEWEDFT U-
TOWEUTTETUOMEY TuERFTUTOUUIUEITTOTUOTEUTTEDOTUEOO POy UTLEOELE T TOEDO TuOOWT Tulax TuOLEIOP Oy U T
the methods would somewhat vary. For example, Perculas grow slower than Ocellaris, so their feed-
O TWUETTEUOTUWEUTVEDFTUTOUu( Oul TDULEUIDENT tu(u00uT Rx0EDOUO AU TITOEUOTEUTTEDOTu - ETOEURUL "00P Oy UT?

&IUDOTI20EUNTE
Materials:
= gal, 2 gal, 5gal, 10 gal tanks e 20xTOOUOEE LiiUOOWRTIEIEOEIRTRIEY
= Air pump w/ tubing and air stone - /px1YI1
= Atubing valve to adjust the bubbles e "OFTTur00T00uGULO0RITUUOUEROTU
= Small 25W heater = Adense rotifer culture
e Thermometer = Baby brine shrimp
= Ammonia Alert Badge - , EBOTLREOTUIOOE
e PH Alert Badge = Selcon

30010001iO0UTux TOIOUEEDIE TWIOUOEIOOWTTi%6 , 20i0UUOUIhere )

Day 0 - Eggs laid — eggs are orange, turn black the following morning

Continued on Page 4

http://www.dfwmas.org


http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.php?t=29965&postdays=0&postorder=asc&start=0

). FW February 2008

Page 4
Breeding Clownfish, Part 1 (continued)

Day 5~6 — Eyes on the eggs (about to hatch)

4

Day 6~8 — hatching within an hour of lights out

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5379792190255865723

7 days old — Pink bellies from eating rotifers

TUxorrYDETOSTOOTOTEEOOrYDETOXIEAYEOEDEAHKY KK YUK I A+KNN Il
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Breeding Clownfish, Part 1 (continued)
ONIEEAUIO0EI20O TIETTEQUOTIEOOUXTHUO
TUxorrYDETOSTOOTONEEOOvYDETOXIEAYEOEDEAANKIHKKUHYAUKHI T K2

L

11 days old — Some began 2nd stripe

L~ ~ 2 A

TUxorrYDETOTTOOTONEEOOvYDETOXIEAYEOEDEATANNKHUA HHKYRNUHANAN
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12 days old — Size compared to the heater and airline tubing

TUxorrYDETOSTOOTONEEOOvYDETOXIEAYEOEDEAANHUKKYKUWA 1Y HYKAHUIL
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Breeding Clownfish, Part 1 (continued)
vKUEEAUO0EIH(OEUTEUTUE TUEIROOUEIOOIET

s~~~z A

TUxorrYDETOTTOOTOIEEOOYYDETOX0EAYEOEDE ATV WKKYUHKNIY Thill6

iWEEAUWO0EIH wOUOTUTTOWEUTEEAETTEQUETYT00xB0 TulT TiHUEWUIURX TuEUP TOEEIEEOLOOWTTIEOYOOU
rOUTTAUTEVUITRO TWOTTITT UG T TUTUIOUXU

TUxorrYDETOSTOOTOIEEOOYYDETOXIEAYEOEDEATIK I KYAIKNAAKENNHIA0
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Breeding Clownfish, Part 1 (continued)

uIEEANOIEIH3TTATEEOULU~2100 Biw3UEAUTTUUTEwTT OulOuEuI TTENOOEOOIERO TUNMOIUOE UET EUEWEOTY
anemone

TUxorrYDETOTTOOTOIEEOOYYDETOXEAYEOEDE ATHAKNYWKHAANKN YK2

6 weeks old — Some of the bigger ones pick on the smaller ones
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The Nano-Fish Report

Starry Blenny (Salarias Ramosus,
Aka. Snowyake Blenny)

by Thomas Simmons (Nano_Thomas)

Although larger than other accept-
able Nano-Fish, this Blenny makes an
excellent reef choice for established
aguariums 30q in size. Easy to care for
EOEuxTEETTUMMOWOEIOUTUITTUTUIEYTO-
tion-grabbing monsters will graze on
algae growing on your live rock, sand
EQEWTIEOUUTUOTUEOO 1OUIEEIAWOOu
perches of rock between meals.

Besides their great personalities, their
colorations are just as unigque with
O0OY0TEUEEUOIEUO B OulonOulx OUEED-
cally speckled with white dots. Their
21A1EIOP (2000001000 1up02uIO0 PREOT U
which add to their favorable individu-
ality. The Starry Blenny along with
most of the Blenny family are a great
rUTuiOUITTUIEONauUTEUOOEEawx UDET Eu
too if you are on a budget), sure to
provide plenty of entertainment, even
“dancing” at times!

Originating from Cebu (Provence of
the Philippines) the Starry Blenny en-
joys tank parameters within 72-78°F;
SG 1.020-1.025; pH 8.1-8.4; dKH 8-12

Breeding Clownfish, Part 1 (continued)

7 weeks and 2 days old — Went straight for the mushroom in
a 1.5 gallon pico

TUxorrYDETOTTOOTO1EEOOYYDETOx(EAYEOEDE AT

ANTHUNKNAAF KN TUUNE

Nu TTOUOEHETTEQUETY 10000 TUEOEEOUOOWIT TWIEDINNOOOuXUTY W
much like an adult clown now

ST T TauxUTYarOUETWT OELOUTTUEO 10dUULTUO PuY Ty
U000 P02 101U TT 2ubpOUOELE TuUTEE WO T00MOIEEOUNIKaH
months. Some of the runts will remain smaller, may be even
half the size.

q , OUTWYDETOUEEOETuYRT R TEWOOWUT TWBT TUESOUOOudi&OOTOT

YPETOq
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Photo of the Month
"My Favorite Photo" by Pete Blair, aka pbsteeleb

The Newsletter Needs You!
We need writers! Now, a lot of you think you can't write an article - but we're not only looking for ad-
vanced topics here - we need beginners stories, tips, product reviews, and more! Share your experienc-
es, send us your photos of coral growth. Tell us about your favorite psh! Don't be too concerned about
your spelling or grammar - we'll make sure your story shines!

Email your contributions to dfwmas.news@gmail.com

http://www.dfwmas.org



