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DFWMAS Mission Statement
• Strives to initiate public interest in 

the marine aquarium hobby.
• Educates hobbyists regarding 

the importance of the marine 
ecosystem.

• Increases knowledge in the 
husbandry of the closed marine 
aquarium system.

• Promotes captive propagation.
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President's Pen
MACNA 2007
Last month I spoke about the annual, upcoming MACNA 
event.  It has come and passed since then and it was a 
great event.  The speakers were entertaining and edu-
cational as usual, and the vendor hall was very impres-
sive.  Our club had around 20 members in attendance, 6 
of which are members of the Board of Directors. I believe 
DFWMAS was represented very well in Pittsburgh.  There 
was plenty of new, up-to-date information to be gathered 
at the conferences and over all it was a big success on 
the part of the Pittsburgh club, (PMASI) that hosted the 
event.  They were gracious hosts to say the least.  If you 
did not have the opportunity to attend MACNA this year 
I highly recommend attending next year.  MACNA XX 
will be hosted by the Atlanta Reef Club (ARC) and should 
prove to be a great location in part to their proximity to 
the Georgia Aquarium.  If there was a MACNA to attend, 
the event next year is one no one should miss.  For those 
of you that have not attended a MACNA event, our next 
monthly meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 10th, 
we will be discussing some of the topics covered at MAC-
NA and share some of the information we gathered from 
the conference.  

DFWMAS Calendar

October 10, 2007 - Monthly Meeting 
Location:  Stacy's Furniture, 1900 South Main Street, Grapevine, TX 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.

November 14, 2007 - Monthly Meeting 
Location:  Stacy's Furniture, 1900 South Main Street, Grapevine, TX 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.

 
Please check the DFWMAS.org website to conþrm dates, times and locations.
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DFWMAS Membership Application
Attach a check and bring to a meeting or 
mail to:

Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 1403  
Bedford, TX 76095-1403

	
First and Last Name

	
Street Address 

	
City, State and Zip

	
Home Phone

	
Cell Phone

	
Email

	
Forum Screen Name (if applicable)

Annual Membership Options - choose one:

□ Individual $15	 □ Family $15

If you buy a Family membership, you MUST 
buy at least 1 Additional Family Card

Additional Family Cards - $5 each

	
Family Card Name #1 (primary)

	
Family Card Name #2

	
Family Card Name #3
If you are purchasing a family membership, 
you may request an additional card for 2 
other family members for $5 each. Only the 
Primary member may vote in elections. Enter 
a family member name in the spaces pro-
vided, one per line.

You can also apply for membership on our 
website:  

http://www.dfwmas.org

Next Wave 2008
Our annual event scheduled for January 26, 2008 is com-
ing along nicely.  Since the MACNA event, we have man-
aged to solidify 4 speakers for the conference.  Sanjay 
Joshi, Dr. Frank Marini, Dr. Mac, and Adam Blundell are 
confirmed as speakers for Next Wave 2008.  There is also 
the possibility of a 5th speaker to be named at a later date.  
The event will take place at the Rolling Hills Country Club 
in Arlington, TX.  I had the opportunity to visit the loca-
tion recently and it should be a very nice fit for our group.  
Online registration should be available very soon so get 
your tickets at reduced rate while you can!  The longer 
you wait to sign up the more it will cost to be registered 
for the event.  

In addition, the DFWMAS forums should be updated very 
soon to announce confirmed dates and locations for our 
upcoming Frag Swap and Propagation Workshop.  I’m 
also very pleased to say that PFO Lighting will be send-
ing one of their representatives to discuss their products 
at our November monthly meeting.  They will have their 
new Solaris LED system on display.  This was a very im-
pressive fixture that was prominently displayed in their 
vendor booth at MACNA.  Future monthly meeting topics 
should consist of Display Refugia, and discussions about 
setting up and maintaining successful SPS, LPS, and Soft 
coral (specific) systems.

Matt Little 
President 
DFWMAS
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Achilles Surgeonfish (Tang)
(Acanthurus Achilles) 

by Jeremy Wolff

3ÏÌɯ ÊÏÐÓÓÌÚɯ2ÜÙÎÌÖÕŗÚÏɯÉÌÓÖÕÎÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÔÐÓàɯ ÊÈÕÛÏÜÙÐËÈÌȮɯ&ÌÕÜÚɯ ÊÈÕÛÏÜÙÜÚȭɯɯ

Generally speaking, the term “Tang” is used - erroneously - for all 6 genera of the Acanthuridae Fam-
ily.  However, the only genera that can truly be called a “Tang” are those of the Zebrasoma genus.(1)

3ÏÌɯ ÊÈÕÛÏÜÙÜÚɯÎÌÕÜÚɯÖÍɯŗÚÏɯÈÙÌɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓÓàɯÖÝÈÓɯÐÕɯÈ××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÙÌÚÊÌÕÛɯÚÏÈ×ÌËɯÛÈÐÓÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌÐÙɯ
ËÖÙÚÈÓɯÈÕËɯÈÕÈÓɯŗÕÚɯÙÜÕɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÓÌÕÎÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÉÖËÐÌÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÓÈÛÌÙÈÓÓàɯÊÖÔ×ÙÌÚÚÌËɯÖÙɯ
ÝÌÙàɯÛÏÐÕɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÐËÌɯÛÖɯÚÐËÌȭɯɯ2ÜÙÎÌÖÕŗÚÏɯÎÌÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÕÈÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÙàɯÚÏÈÙ×ɯÚÊÈÓ×ÌÓɯ
ÓÐÒÌɯÚ×ÐÕÌɯȹÔÖËÐŗÌËɯÚÊÈÓÌȺɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÛÈÐÓȭ

3ÏÌɯ ÊÏÐÓÓÌÚȮɯÐÕɯÔàɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÖ×ÐÕÐÖÕȮɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÛÙÐÒÐÕÎÓàɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯŗÚÏȭɯɯ(ÛÚɯÉÖËàɯÐÚɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯËÈÙÒɯÉÙÖÞÕȮɯ
almost black color.  Set against this dark backdrop is a large brilliant orange teardrop near the caudal 
ÈÙÌÈȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÖÙÈÕÎÌɯÚÛÙÐ×ÌÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÖÙÚÈÓɯÈÕËɯÈÕÈÓɯŗÕÚȭɯɯɯ(ÛɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÉÓÜÌɯÙÐÕÎɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯ
the chin and a marking of the same color around the gill cover opening.  This light blue color can 

Continued on Page 4
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Achilles Surgeonfish (continued)

ÈÓÚÖɯÉÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÛÐ×ÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÖÙÚÈÓɯÈÕËɯÈÕÈÓɯŗÕÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ
Achilles can reach a length of 24cm (approximately 9”) as an 
adult.  Juveniles are distinguishable because they lack the 
orange teardrop marking.

The natural environmental range of the Achilles is quite 
large.  It thrives in brightly lit turbulent reefs as deep as 10m 
ȹƗƖɯŜȺȭɯɯɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÖÕÓàɯÍÖÜÕËɯÖÕɯÙÌÌÍÚɯÐÕɯ(ÕËÖÕÌÚÐÈȮɯÛÏÌɯ/ÏÐÓ-
ippines, the Islands of Oceania, and Hawaii.  However, it can 
ÉÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÐÕɯÔÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÚÓÈÕËÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯÈÚɯÍÈÙɯ
east as Baha California, Mexico.

3ÏÌɯ ÊÏÐÓÓÌÚɯÚÜÙÎÌÖÕŗÚÏɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÏÌÙÉÐÝÖÙÌɯÍÌÌËÐÕÎɯÖÕɯŗÓÈÔÌÕ-
ÛÖÜÚɯÔÐÊÙÖÈÓÎÈÌɯÈÕËɯÚÖÔÌɯÛà×ÌÚɯÖÍɯÚÔÈÓÓÌÙɯŘÌÚÏàɯÔÈÊÙÖÈÓ-
gae.  It can be seen grazing constantly throughout the day on 
ÛÏÌɯÙÖÊÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÌÍȭɯɯ ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàȮɯÐÛɀÚɯËÌŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯ
ÉÌÕÌŗÊÐÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÍÌÌËɯÖÕɯÚÖÔÌɯÔÌÈÛàɯÛà×ÌɯÍÖÖËÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ
mysis shrimp or enriched brine shrimp.

Like all species of the Acanthuridae Family, the Achilles can 
be very territorial.  Though it can be used for defense, the 
scalpels at the base of the tail are commonly used for fending 
ÖřɯÖÛÏÌÙɯŗÚÏɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÎÙÈáÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯËÖÔÈÐÕȭɯ

History has shown that the Achilles has a poor survival rate 
in the aquarium environment and should only be kept by 
Ìß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌËɯÈØÜÈÙÐÚÛÚȭɯɯ#ÐŚÊÜÓÛÐÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÐÚɯŗÚÏɯÊÈÕɯÙÈÕÎÌɯ
from poor shippers and easily contracting diseases to prob-
ÓÌÔÚɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÌÈÛɯÐÕɯÊÈ×ÛÐÝÐÛàȭɯɯ'ÌÈÓÛÏàɯÚ×ÌÊÐÔÌÕÚɯÈÙÌɯ
ÎÌÕÌÙÈÓÓàɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÌɯÉàȭ

 ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ ÊÏÐÓÓÌÚɯ2ÜÙÎÌÖÕŗÚÏɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÈÎÎÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ
ŗÚÏɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ ÊÈÕÛÏÜÙÐËÈÌɯ%ÈÔÐÓàɯÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÏÌÙÉÐÝÖÙÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ
the same diet, they are considered reef safe and would make 
a beautiful addition to any marine aquarium that is 100 gal-
lons or larger.
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zebrasoma
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Tip:
Turn a two liter

bottle into a fish trap
Start with an empty two liter 
bottle, preferably from something 
chemically neutral like seltzer 
water. Rinse it thoroughly, and 
remove any labels. Take a sharp 
knife and cut around the top, 
just above where the bottle be-
gins to taper. Then take the top 
half, and cut off the top couple 
of inches (the part where the cap 
screws on). You should be left 
with a ‘ring’ of plastic. Flip this 
ring around and set it inside the 
bottom half of the bottle. Use a 
hole punch or an awl, and pierce 
both pieces of plastic, so that you 
can use a zip tie to hold them 
together. Make another hole in 
both pieces of plastic on the other 
side, and thread a piece of þshing 
line through them. Make this line 
long enough that when you place 
the trap in the tank, the line 
comes over the side of the tank. 
Fill with tank water and a little 
food, and then place in tank on its 
side. When the target þsh enters 
the trap, quickly pull the þshing 
line to rotate the trap vertically. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zebrasoma
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DFWMAS Library 
by Josh Mishio

Ever wondered what Fenner, Calfo, Fatheree and Sprung might recommend?  

DFWMAS has a library of books and videos with helpful information on a number of 
ÙÌÌÍɯÈØÜÈÙÐÜÔɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÐÕÝÌÙÛÌÉÙÈÛÌÚȮɯŗÚÏɯÈÕËɯÓÐÎÏÛÐÕÎȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÚÊÙÈÛÊÏɯ
the surface and many more are available. The library will help you to expand your 
knowledge and be successful in reef keeping. Reading from authoritative sources is 
also a great way to check what you have read on the internet to ensure that you are get-
ting accurate advice.

You can view a complete list of books available by going to the Member’s Only Forum 
and checking the “DFWMAS Library” topic at the top of the list.  Books and videos can 
be reserved by private message to the club librarian on the forum website. Selections 
can be picked up at the next club event. 

Our easy check-out rules:

Be a member in good standing and show your card.

Provide the librarian your contact information.

Take home your book or video.

Return the item at the next scheduled club meeting.

We are always looking to expand the DFWMAS library collection. 

 If there are books or periodicals you would like to donate, please let us know. Don’t 
forget -- children’s books on ocean life are needed as well. If there is a book you believe 
should be part of the library, please send your recommendation to the club librarian so 
that it may be added to the library wish list.
You can contact me via the DFWMAS forums here - my username is "grim-bob"

1.

2.

3.

4.
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DFWMAS Swag!

Are you looking to show your DFWMAS 
pride? Look no further! Our creative 
folks have gotten together to give 
you a wide assortment of goodies to 
wear and use. Tshirts, sweatshirts, 
postage stamps and more -  even a 
shirt for Rover (dogs can love our 
aquariums, too!)  or one for mem-
bers-in-training (otherwise known as 
babies!)

Our store is located at: 
http://www.cafepress.com/dfwmas

Don't forget to check out the new 
2007 DFWMAS Wall Calendar, featur-
ing photos contributed by members! 
(it's at the bottom of the page)

Description: Found in various shades of brown, tan or green, 
with white, tan or gold polyps. They grow from a central stalk 
and produce a cap (capitulum) from which the polyps extend. 
Care Level: Easy
Light Level: Medium to High
Water Flow: Medium
Food: Photosynthetic, but will also consume small particle foods 

3ÖÈËÚÛÖÖÓɯ+ÌÈÛÏÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÝÌÓàɯ×ÌÈÊÌÍÜÓɯÈÕËɯÏÈÙËàɯÚÖŜɯÊÖÙÈÓÚȭɯ
When they get larger (and they do grow fast given good water 

parameters) they 
can shade other 
corals, so be sure to 
leave space around 
them when placing 
in your tank. 

Acclimation to a 
new tank may take 
a few days, dur-
ing which the cap 
may look shriveled. 
Don’t worry, that’s 
natural. Polyps 
should start extend-
ÐÕÎɯÈŜÌÙɯŗÝÌɯÛÖɯ
seven days. 

Occasionally, 
toadstool leathers 
ÞÐÓÓɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌɯÈɯŗÓÔɯ
or skin on the cap 

that inhibits polyp extension. This is also natural, and represents 
growth. Using a turkey baster, you can remove this detritus gen-
tly. 

These corals are easy to frag. Using a sharp knife, you can cut a 
ring around the central stalk down through the cap, creating a 
‘donut’ shaped piece. Slice this ‘donut’ into smaller fragments, 
and rubber band to a piece of rubble, or place in a tray of rubble. 
3ÏÌàɯÞÐÓÓɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÈŲÈÊÏɯÈÕËɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÎÙÖÞȭ

Coral Proþle: 
Toadstool Leather (Sarcophyton Sp.)
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The Newsletter Needs You!
We need writers! Now, a lot of you think you can't write an article - but we're not only looking for ad-
vanced topics here - we need beginners stories, tips, product reviews, and more! Share your experienc-
es, send us your photos of coral growth. Tell us about your favorite þsh!  Don't be too concerned about 
your spelling or grammar - we'll make sure your story shines!

Email your contributions to dfwmas.news@gmail.com

Winner of Photo of the Month 
Clams by Marc Levenson aka Melev
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