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DFWMAS Mission Statement
• Strives to initiate public interest in 

the marine aquarium hobby.
• Educates hobbyists regarding 

the importance of the marine 
ecosystem.

• Increases knowledge in the 
husbandry of the closed marine 
aquarium system.

• Promotes captive propagation.
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President's Pen
DFWMAS COOP (Coral Sharing Program)

Big news is that this program, while still in the infancy stage, 
is making some progress.  In case you haven’t noticed, we 
have established some new forums dedicated specifically for 
the coral sharing program.  They consist of: SPS, LPS, Softies, 
Zoanthids, along with a couple discussion forums for other 
related communication.  Please take the time to familiarize 
yourself with the program.  This program is a move in the right 
direction to helps us achieve one of our club goals: Promotes 
captive propagation.

We have a great opportunity to create an endless bank of coral 
frags from all of our systems.  In the case that you may one 
day lose “that” coral, you will increase your chances of getting 
your coral back in the form of a frag from another member due 
to the cooperation of members to contribute to the program.  
Obviously, in the long run, this program is also designed to 
help alleviate some of the pressure our reefs face from collec-
tion. 

Tank of the Month Coming Back?

A couple years back, our club regularly featured a Tank of the 
Month in our monthly newsletters.  It has been a while since 
we featured a member’s tank and I think it would be great to 
bring this feature back.  That being said, LET’S SEE THOSE 
TANKS!  If you would like your tank featured please take the 

DFWMAS Calendar
November 10, 2007 - Frag Swap 
Location:  Crosby Community Center, 1610 E Crosby Rd, Carrollton, TX 
75006  
Time: 12:30 pm  to 3:30  p.m., with trading beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

November 14, 2007 - Monthly Meeting 
Location:  Stacy's Furniture, 1900 South Main Street, Grapevine, TX 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
 
Please check the DFWMAS.org website to conþrm dates, times and locations.
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DFWMAS Membership Application
Attach a check and bring to a meeting or 
mail to:

Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 1403  
Bedford, TX 76095-1403

	
First and Last Name

	
Street Address 

	
City, State and Zip

	
Home Phone

	
Cell Phone

	
Email

	
Forum Screen Name (if applicable)

Annual Membership Options - choose one:

□ Individual $15	 □ Family $15

If you buy a Family membership, you MUST 
buy at least 1 Additional Family Card

Additional Family Cards - $5 each

	
Family Card Name #1 (primary)

	
Family Card Name #2

	
Family Card Name #3
If you are purchasing a family membership, 
you may request an additional card for 2 
other family members for $5 each. Only the 
Primary member may vote in elections. Enter 
a family member name in the spaces pro-
vided, one per line.

You can also apply for membership on our 
website:  

http://www.dfwmas.org

time to document all the details.  We want to know the follow-
ing:

System size/description/explain how it works
List of equipment
+ÐÚÛɯÖÍɯÓÐÝÌÚÛÖÊÒɯÐȭÌȭȯɯŗÚÏȮɯÊÖÙÈÓÚȮɯÐÕÝÌÙÛÚ
Amount of live rock, sand bed description, etc.
Quality, detailed pictures of system & inhabitants
Any other pertinent information from initial set up to pres-
ent day

If you would like to participate, feel free to start a thread in the 
Photography forum to document your information and express 
an interest in being featured.

Fall Frag Swap

Don’t forget our Fall Frag Swap is scheduled for November 10, 
2007 (Saturday).  It is located at the Crosby Community Cen-
ter in Carrollton.  Time is 12:30pm-3:30pm.  All the details can 
be found here: http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.
php?t=37712

This event is open for all to attend. As always we will have 
members selling, trading, buying frags here.  Trading is highly 
encouraged but don’t hesitate to show up with cash for those 
corals.  Don’t forget to bring coolers for your items.  We do ask 
the sellers bring extra bags and a towel in the even of spills.  
Anyone who is interested in getting there early to help us set 
up before and after the event are more than welcome!  

Fall is Upon Us!

With fall upon us we can expect temperatures to begin to drop.  
Make sure your heaters are ready to go and functioning prop-
erly.  It never ceases to amaze me how little we invest in items 
such as these to help us out in the cold periods of the year.  
Don’t forget to keep an eye on your systems to minimize tem-
perature swings between night and day.

Happy Reefing!

Matt Little 
President, DFWMAS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.php?t=37712
http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.php?t=37712
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Invertebrate Profile: 
Bubble Tip Anemone (Entacmaea Quadricolor) 

by Scott Rowe

Description: 3ÏÌɯ!ÜÉÉÓÌɯ3Ð×ɯÈÕÌÔÖÕÌɯÐÚɯÎÙÌÌÕȮɯÛÈÕɯÛÖɯÉÙÖÞÕȮɯÙÌËȮɯÖÙɯ×ÐÕÒȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ×ÌËÈÓɯËÐÚÊɯÈŲÈÊÏÌËɯ
to a hard surface, with the oral disc protruding upward. Rings of tentacles surround the 
‘mouth’ with white or tan lines radiating outward. Tentacles may be bubble tipped or long and 
stringy. 

Tank Size: Minimum 55g

Care Level: Medium to Advanced (tank maturity is key)

Light Level: High

Water Flow: Medium

Food:ɯ-ÖÕÌɯÕÌÌËÌËɯÐÍɯÒÌ×ÛɯÐÕɯÚÛÙÖÕÎɯÓÐÎÏÛȮɯÍÌÌËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯŗÕÌÓàɯÊÏÖ××ÌËɯŗÚÏȮɯÊÓÈÔÚȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÙÐÔ×ɯÔÈàɯ
supplement those kept in less than ideal lighting. 

Continued on Page 4
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Bubble Tipped Anemone (continued)

"ÓÖÞÕŗÚÏɯ"ÖÔ×ÈÛÐÉÐÓÐÛàȯɯAllard’s, Australian, Bluestripe, 
Cinnamon, Clarkii, Oman, Maroon, McCulloch’s, Red 
Saddleback, Three-Band, Tomato, and Two-Band, but 
not uncommon to host other species in aquariums, 
such as Percula and Ocellaris. 

Origin: %ťÐȮɯ2ÐÕÎÈ×ÖÙÌȮɯ3ÖÕÎÈ

The Bubble Tip Anemone (BTA) is one of the species that 
many aquarists hope to keep when they get into the hobby. 
3ÏÌÐÙɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÊÓÖÞÕŗÚÏÌÚɯÞÈÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙÐáÌËɯÉàɯ
Disney’s ‘Finding Nemo’. 

BTAs are delicate creatures that require excellent water qual-
ity. A mature tank of at least 8 months post cycle is recom-
mended. Being mostly water, they respond poorly to rapid 
changes in water quality (ph, salinity, or alkalinity). 

When choosing an anemone, avoid transparent specimens- 
these creatures rely on photosynthetic zooxanthellae for the 
majority of their nutrition, and a transparent anemone has 
expelled all these microscopic creatures, and has a poorer 
chance of survival. 

BTAs tend to wander a tank looking for the perfect spot 
when added to a tank. Typically this means a place where 
ÛÏÌàɯÊÈÕɯÈŲÈÊÏɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÖÖÛɯËÌÌ×ɯÐÕÛÖɯÈɯÊÙÌÝÐÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÌßÛÌÕËɯÖÜÛɯ
ÐÕÛÖɯÈɯÎÌÕÛÓÌɯÛÖɯÔÌËÐÜÔɯŘÖÞɯÖÍɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÍÜÓÓɯÌß×ÖÚÜÙÌɯÛÖɯ
tank lighting. While they wander, they may sting and kill 
delicate corals. Cover the intakes to powerheads with sponge 
ŗÓÛÌÙÚȮɯÈÚɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯȿÞÈÕËÌÙÐÕÎɀɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÌÔÖÕÌɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯ
sucked into the impeller creating havoc in a tank. 

With good conditions, these anemones happily split in a 
ÏÖÔÌɯÈØÜÈÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÛÈÕÒɯÝÐÈɯŗÚÚÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚ×Ì-
cies that can be manually propagated with a scalpel and a lot 
of nerve. 

October 2007

Photic Zone
The sunlit zone of the ocean is 
called the photic zone (or eupho-
tic zone). 

The depth of the photic zone can 
vary from a few centimeters to 
several hundred meters. Sunlight 
is scattered and absorbed by 
particles and dissolved organic 
matter in the water column, and 
its intensity in water decreases 
with depth. 
For practical purposes, the thick-
ness of the photic zone is typical-
ly deþned by the depth at which 
light reaches 1% of its surface 
value. 

The compensation point, where 
photosynthesis equals respira-
tion, deþnes the lower limit 
of the photic zone. Above this 
point, the phytoplankton popula-
tion grows rapidly because there 
is abundant sunlight to support 
fast rates of photosynthesis. 
Below the compensation point, 
the intensity of sunlight is too 
low and the rate of respiration is 
faster than the rate of photosyn-
thesis, and therefore the phyto-
plankton cannot survive. 
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Coral Profile:Green Star Polyps  
(Briareium sp, formerly Clavularia Viridis)  

by Scott Rowe

Description: &ÙÌÌÕɯÛÖɯàÌÓÓÖÞÐÚÏɯ×ÖÓà×ÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÙÌÌÕɯÛÖɯÞÏÐÛÌɯÊÌÕÛÌÙÚȮɯÈŲÈÊÏÌËɯÛÖɯÈɯÙÜÉ-
bery purple to gray mat. Typically open during the day and retracted at night. 

Care Level: Easy

Light Level: Medium to High

Water Flow: Medium to Heavy

Food: Photosynthetic

3ÌÔ×ÌÙÈÔÌÕÛȯɯPeaceful, but invasive

Origin: (ÕËÖɪ/ÈÊÐŗÊ

Green Star Polyps (GSP), aka daisy 
polyps / mat polyps are one of the 
ÏÈÙËÐÌÚÛɯ ÚÖŜɯ ÊÖÙÈÓÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÌɯ ÍÖÜÕËɯ ÐÕɯ a 
ÓÖÊÈÓɯŗÚÏɯÚÛÖÙÌȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
easiest corals to propagate. 

$ÕÊÙÜÚÛÐÕÎɯÝÈÙÐÌÛÐÌÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈŲÈÊÏɯÛÖɯÈÕËɯ
spread across any hard surface that they 
can reach. While they do not have a 
potent sting, nor do they produce allelopathic compounds, they are very aggressive in 
taking over new territory. As they are fast growers, they need to be trimmed regularly 
to keep them from smothering other corals. 

Although recommendations say that this coral requires strong light, many aquarists 
have successfully kept GSP with PC lighting. Their photosynthetic zooxanthellae pro-
duce all the food they need, given decent lighting and typical reef water parameters. 

The hardiness of this coral makes it perfect for beginners, but be aware of its tendency 
to spread quickly.

October 2007
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DFWMAS Swag!

Are you looking to show your DFWMAS 
pride? Look no further! Our creative 
folks have gotten together to give 
you a wide assortment of goodies to 
wear and use. Tshirts, sweatshirts, 
postage stamps and more -  even a 
shirt for Rover (dogs can love our 
aquariums, too!)  or one for mem-
bers-in-training (otherwise known as 
babies!)

Our store is located at: 
http://www.cafepress.com/dfwmas

Don't forget to check out the new 
2007 DFWMAS Wall Calendar, featur-
ing photos contributed by members! 
(it's at the bottom of the page)
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Primary Producers 
by Frank Perkins

All life on earth is reliant on primary producers (auto-
trophs). These organisms produce organic mass from 
carbon dioxide extracted from the atmosphere or wa-
ter, mostly through photosynthesis. 

The rather simpliþed formula for photosynthesis (mea-
sured in units of mass / area / time) is:

CO2 + H2O + lightŸCH2O + O2

The end point is a reduced carbohydrate, typically mol-
ecules such as glucose or other sugars.

These simple molecules can be used to make more 
complicated molecules like proteins, complex carbo-
hydrates, lipids, and nucleic acids, or be respired to 
perform work. 

Primary producers are consumed by larger animals, 
which transfers the organic molecules (and the energy 
stored within them) up the food chain.

The majority of primary production in the ocean is per-
formed by microscopic organisms, the phytoplankton. 
Sea-grasses and other macro-algae are also primary 
producers, but are usually conþned to shallow waters 
where they can attach to the underlying substrate and 
be within the photic zone. 

Salinity, temperature, availability of light and nutrients 
play crucial roles in regulating primary production in 
the ocean. 

http://www.cafepress.com/dfwmas
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The Newsletter Needs You!
We need writers! Now, a lot of you think you can't write an article - but we're not only looking for ad-
vanced topics here - we need beginners stories, tips, product reviews, and more! Share your experienc-
es, send us your photos of coral growth. Tell us about your favorite þsh!  Don't be too concerned about 
your spelling or grammar - we'll make sure your story shines!

Email your contributions to dfwmas.news@gmail.com

Winner of Photo of the Month 
Shrimp by Marc Levenson aka Melev
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