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DFWMAS Mission Statement
• Strives to initiate public interest in 

the marine aquarium hobby.
• Educates hobbyists regarding 

the importance of the marine 
ecosystem.

• Increases knowledge in the 
husbandry of the closed marine 
aquarium system.

• Promotes captive propagation.
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President's Pen
Another year has come and gone.  What have you gained 
over the last year in terms of reefkeeping experience?  
What kind of lessons have you learned over the year that 
you can share with others to help enable them to avoid 
mistakes, potential problems, or just become a better reef-
keeper?  

I have listed below things that I have learned during 2007, 
in no particular order:

DFWMAS Coral Exchange Program is a GOOD thing.

Drilling  non-tempered glass tanks ISN’T that hard.

T5 lighting is a great alternative to Metal Halide.

Always test your freshly-made saltwater to ensure 
proper calcium, alkalinity, & magnesium parameters 
prior to doing a water change.

Use multiple thermometers to ensure accuracy, as 
many of the digital thermometers are highly inaccu-
rate.  

ƕȭ

Ɩȭ

Ɨȭ

Ƙȭ

ƙȭ

DFWMAS Calendar
January 9, 2008 - Monthly Meeting 
Location:  Dallas World Aquarium
NOTE THE LOCATION. For more info, see THIS THREAD on the forums.
Go here for a map - http://www.dwazoo.com/directions.html 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.

January 26, 2008 - Next Wave 2008 
Location:   Rolling Hills Country Club, 401 E Lamar Blvd,  
Arlington, TX 76011 
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Please check the website for map, dress code, and more information.
 
Please check the DFWMAS.org website to conþrm dates, times and locations.

#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƔƛ

Continued on Page 2

http://www.dfwmas.org/Forums/viewtopic.php?t=39587
http://www.dwazoo.com/directions.html
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DFWMAS Membership Application

Attach a check and bring to a 
meeting or mail to:

Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 1403  
Bedford, TX 76095-1403

	  
First and Last Name

	  
Street Address 

	  
City, State and Zip

	  
Home Phone

	  
Cell Phone

	  
Email

	  
Forum Screen Name (if applicable) 
 

Annual Membership Options -  
choose one:

ɸ New $15	 ɸ Renewal $15

You can also apply for 
membership on our website:  

http://www.dfwmas.org

MACNA is a can’t-miss annual event for the serious 
hobbyist.

It IS possible to maintain a thriving 10g reef tank with 
ÓÐŲÓÌɯÌřÖÙÛȭ

The "3 Days Lights Out Method" is a great way to help 
ÊÖÔÉÈÛɯÕÜÐÚÈÕÊÌɯÈÓÎÈÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȮɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯËÐÕÖŘÈÎÌÓ-
lates.  

Shell Disease in shrimps is a treatable condition if the 
proper measures are taken in a timely fashion. 

Prices will eventually drop on that new, “IN” coral, if 
you have the patience to wait it out.  

Automation is a good thing.

1ÌËÜÕËÈÕÊàɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÐÔ×ÓÌÔÌÕÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÜÛÖɯÛÖ×ɪÖřɯ
systems!

All of this being said, each of these topics could easily be 
turned into an article for our Monthly Newsletter.  Re-
member you don’t have to be a good writer to make great 
contributions.  

Probably one of the best things I have learned this year 
is that it is easy to becoming jaded as a reefer.  What do 
I mean by that?  It is easy to become set in your own 
ways of testing, lack there of, ideas of what causes certain 
things to happen, etc.  Challenge yourself.  Try something 
new. Keep up with new information that seems to ebb 
and flow on a regular basis via the DFWMAS forums and 
beyond.  There are always going to be new and improved 
ways of doing things.  Some of which may help improve 
your efficiency of keeping a thriving, and beautiful reef.  

Matt Little 
President, DFWMAS
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Shell Disease in Stomatopods 
by Matt Little

4ÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÈśÐÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÈřÌÊÛÚɯÚÏÙÐÔ×Úɯ
and stomatopods alike, and it is known as shell disease.  
3ÏÐÚɯÈśÐÊÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÜÚÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÌÙÖÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÛÐÊÓÌɯÐÕɯÊÙÜÚ-
ÛÈÊÌÈÕÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÈśÐÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯ×ÈÛÏÖÎÌÕɯ
ÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÓÌɯÐÚɯÜÕÒÕÖÞÕȭɯɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɯÐÚɯÓÌŜɯ
untreated, the infection will likely continue to eat its way 
through the through the exoskeleton resulting in eventual 
death. Fortunately, this is a treatable condition if caught 
early and the proper steps are followed to prevent further 
erosion in the crustacean.  The best method to prevent the 
disease from spreading or developing into a worsened 
condition is to encourage the shrimp to molt.  It is advis-
able to try the following:

Improving water quality (lowering nitrates if de-
tectable)

Increasing water changes

Dosing Iodine

%ÌÌËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÊÒɯÚÏÙÐÔ×ɯÖŜÌÕ

I recently acquired a Fire Shrimp (Lysmata debelius) that 
developed this condition in my nano-reef aquarium.  The 
shrimp had molted that very week and seemed to have 
ËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕɯÚÏÖÙÛÓàɯÛÏÌÙÌÈŜÌÙȭɯɯ2ÐÔ×ÓàɯÍÖÓ-
lowing these steps enabled the shrimp to molt again in 
ÈÉÖÜÛɯÈɯÞÌÌÒɯÈŜÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯÔÖÓÛÐÕÎȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÕÖɯ
new spots on the Fire Shrimp; however, I could see some 
scarring from the original spots but fortunately no new 
signs of infection.  These are very easy steps that can be 
followed in the event of shell disease in nearly all sto-
matopods.

$ËÐÛÖÙɅÚɯ-ÖÛÌȯɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÌÌɯ×ÈÎÌɯƜɯÍÖÙɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖɯÖÍɯÈɯ
ÚÏÙÐÔ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯ2ÏÌÓÓɯ#ÐÚÌÈÚÌȭ

ƕȭ

Ɩȭ

Ɨȭ

Ƙȭ

Note From The 
Webmaster 

We’re happy to announce a few 
changes to the website. 

There’s a new version of the 
Local Fish Stores page, which 
includes not just local þsh 
stores, but also sources for 
things like acrylic, nori, and 
CO2. Visit it by clicking here.
  
We’ve made changes to the 
way sponsors are represented 
on our website. Each sponsor 
has their own forum, and you 
can ask questions of each spon-
sor in their own area.   
  
In the coming months, we’ll be 
making major changes to the 
website. We’ll be implement-
ing changes that make informa-
tion easier to disseminate and 
manage, as well as upgrading 
the forum software.  
  
Stay tuned for more exciting 
changes ahead.

http://www.dfwmas.org/local_stores/
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Product Review: EcoTech Marine’s VorTech Pump 
by Marc Levenson

3ÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯŘÖÞɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÛÈÕÒɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÐÕÐÔÈÓɯÝÐ-
sual distraction, the VorTech pump is a very 
ÕÐÊÌɯÖ×ÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÜÔ×ɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÞÌÛɯÚÐËÌɯÛÏÈÛɯŗÛÚɯ
inside the tank and a dry side that aligns on the 
outside, and using magnets it drives the impel-
ler right through the wall of the tank. I’ve been 
using the VorTech since January 2006, and liked 
it enough to get two more to replace my other 
pumps. I’m a huge fan of these pumps, and 
here’s why:

The perk about this pump is its easy placement 
wherever you want it, but you’ll have to use 
both hands to move both halves at once. There 
is no need to drill the tank for these pumps 
because they work on the front, sides, back or even possibly from underneath the tank (in a bare-
ÉÖŲÖÔɯÚàÚÛÌÔȺȭɯ ËÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÌɯŘÖÞɯÍÙÖÔɯƙƔƔÎ×ÏɯÛÖɯƗƔƔƔÎ×ÏɯÛÖɯÔÈÛÊÏɯàÖÜÙɯÚàÚÛÌÔɀÚɯÕÌÌËÚȭɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯ
ÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯ5ÖÙ3ÌÊÏɯ×ÜÔ×ÚɯÖÕɯÔàɯÙÌÌÍɯÛÈÕÒɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÛÞÖɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯÓÖÝÌɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌàɯÛÈÒÌɯÜ×ɯÝÌÙàɯÓÐŲÓÌɯ

space visually and physically, plus they use low volt-
ÈÎÌɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÛÖÕÚɯÖÍɯŘÖÞȭɯ3ÏÌɯÞÌÛÚÐËÌɀÚɯÐÕÛÈÒÌɯÎÙÈÛÌɯÏÈÚɯ
a solid section that can be oriented toward the sand if it 
is used near the substrate or toward the surface if used 
up high. This should decrease the likelyhood of sucking 
sand or air into the impellar section. The slots in the grat-
ed area are wide enough so that food doesn’t get trapped 
against them nor can nuisance algae clog them up.

Due to their design, there are no powercords in the 
water, they don’t add heat to the tank since the motor is 
external, and they have a very small footprint visually as 
they are about the size of a hockey puck (3” wide x 2.25” 
thick). The motor is the same size, hanging on the outside 
of the tank with the cord pointing upward. It comes with 
fasteners to secure the cord to the top rim of the tank, 

Continued on Page 5
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Continued on Page 6

which is very important. If for some 
reason the two parts separate, you don’t 
want it to do damage as it falls (and 
prevent damage to the pump as well!). 
When viewing the tank, it really isn’t 
much of a distraction (see the photo to the 
rightȺȰɯÎÜÌÚÛÚɯÖŜÌÕɯÈÚÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌÔȭɯ3ÏÌɯ
ŘÖÞɯÐÚɯÞÐËÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÙÌËɯÛÖɯÔÖÚÛɯ×ÖÞÌÙ-
heads, and because it draws water into 
ÐÛÚɯÚÐËÌÚȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÜÕËÌÙÛÖÞɯ
that is easy to note during feedings, or 
ÉàɯÖÉÚÌÙÝÐÕÎɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÕËÉÌËɯÚÏÐŜÚɯ
ÈŜÌÙɯÈɯËÈàɯÖÙɯÛÞÖȭ

Using the speed control on the driver, 
àÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÈÔÖÜÕÛɯÖÍɯŘÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ
works best for your corals. Due to this 
ability, this pump can be used on a 
smaller tank and later moved to larger 
one when you upgrade systems. The 
only limitation appears to be that the 
tank walls cannot be more than 3/4” 
thick. At one MACNA, I saw it used on 
a 29g with seahorses (a protective foam 
sleeve was on the wet side), and the 
ŘÖÞɯÞÈÚɯÎÌÕÛÓÌȮɯàÌÛɯËÐÚÊÌÙÕÈÉÓÌȭɯ%ÖÙɯÔàɯ
reef, I have all three of mine running at 
about two-thirds of their rated speed, or 
roughly 2000gph each.

Since the release of the Wireless Wave Drivers (see photo on page 6), it is now possible to have the 
pumps communicate with each other in several ways. Some have chosen to create a wave in their 
ÛÈÕÒÚȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÖ×ÛɯÍÖÙɯÈɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯŘÖÞȭɯ3ÏÌɯ66#ɯÏÈÚɯÍÖÜÙɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÔÌËɯÚÌŲÐÕÎÚȯɯ"ÖÕÚÛÈÕÛȮɯ
Pulse, Lagoon, or Reefcrest mode. In addition, you can set up each driver to be a master or a slave 
pump. The master can communicate wirelessly (as long as they are in line of sight) to multiple slave 

Product Review: EcoTech Marine’s VorTech Pump (continued)

http://www.dfwmas.org
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pumps. The slave pump can be set to Sync mode (so it copies the 
master) or Anti-sync mode (so it does the opposite of the master). On 
my tank, I’ve chosen to set all my pumps to master; two of them in 
Reefcrest mode and one in Lagoon mode. The pump’s driver has been 
preprogrammed to ramp up or down - strongly in Reefcrest; gradual-
ly in Lagoon (click to see graph) -  and with all three in master mode, 
(ɯÍÌÌÓɯÓÐÒÌɯ(ɀÔɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛɯÙÈÕËÖÔɯŘÖÞɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÌÈÊÏɯ×ÜÔ×ɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯ
at any particular spike in their cycle around the clock. 'ÌÙe is an 8.5 
ÔÌÎɯÝÐËÌÖɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÛÜÙÕɯ×ÜÔ×ɯÖřȭɯ'ÌÙe is a 17 meg video with all 
the pumps on. ("Right-Click" and "Save As" to your harddrive, please.)

(ÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕȮɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÔàɯ×ÜÔ×ÚɯÐÚɯÏÖÖÒÌËɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ(ÊÌ"È×ɯ!ÈŲÌÙàɯ!ÈÊÒÜ×ȭɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÜÛÈÎÌȮɯ
ÛÏÌɯÉÈŲÌÙàɯÞÐÓÓɯÒÌÌ×ɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÔ×ɯÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯƖƘɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÈÛɯƙƔǔɯŘÖÞȭɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËɯÏÖÖÒɯÜ×ɯÈɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯ×ÜÔ×ɯ
ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÉÈŲÌÙàȮɯÉÜÛɯÍÖÙɯÏÈÓÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÉÈŲÌÙàɯÉÈÊÒÜ×ɯÐÚɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯ4/2ɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÉÈŲÌÙàɯ
hooks up directly to the pump’s driver and provides the low voltage necessary to keep the pump on. 
 ɯ4/2ɯÜÚÌÚɯÐÛÚɯÉÈŲÌÙÐÌÚɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÛɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯ "ȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÖÜÓËɯÛÏÌÕɯÚÌÕËɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ5ÖÙ3ÌÊÏɀÚɯ
power supply which would convert it back to low (DC) voltage. Due to all the converting, a UPS 
is not an economical nor wise solution because it doesn’t have nearly the run time that the Icecap 
!!ɯËÖÌÚȭɯ%ÖÙɯÔÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯŘÖÞɯÐÕɯÔàɯÛÈÕÒɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÈɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÜÛÈÎÌɯÔÈËÌɯÛÏÌɯ
choice of buying these pumps a simple one. Circulation is maintained until I can get back home to 
turn on the generator, and my reef remains safe.

Cleaning the wetside is easy. Take it out of the tank, and soak it in a container of vinegar and wa-
ter. Place the wetside on the countertop rubber side down, and twist slightly to unlock the strainer 
basket. Clean everything with a toothbrush under running water, reassemble and reinstall. The mo-
ÛÖÙɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÏÈÚɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÕÒɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖɯÙÐÚÒɯÖÍɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÞÌÛȭɯ ÓÐÎÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÏÈÓÝÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÜÙÕɯÐÛɯ
back on.

3ÏÌɯ×ÜÔ×ÚɯÙÜÕɯØÜÐÌÛÓàɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȭɯ1ÜÕÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÈßÐÔÜÔɯŘÖÞȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÈÜËÐÉÓÌɯÚÖÜÕËɯÛÖɯ
the motors, but for in-wall applications it won’t be distracting. Those running the pumps in Pulse 
ÔÖËÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÕÖÐÚÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÛÙÈËÌɪÖřɯÍÖÙɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÞÈÝÌÚɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÛÈÕÒȭɯ3ÏÌɯ
magnet has a plastic coating since it is built into the wet side, and may need to be replaced annually 
($15). The pumps come with a one year warranty and EcoTech Marine has been quick to resolve any 
issues I’ve had. These pumps (MP40-W) are an investment as they cost ~$420 each, but for what they 
do for my tank and my peace of mind, they are worth every penny. I’m very glad EcoTech Marine 
created these pumps!

Product Review: EcoTech Marine’s VorTech Pump (continued)

http://www.ecotechmarine.com/images/mp40wrme.jpg
http://melevsreef.com/video/3vortechs.wmv
http://melevsreef.com/video/280g_111507.wmv
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The Newsletter Needs You!
We need writers! Now, a lot of you think you can't write an article - but we're not only looking for ad-
vanced topics here - we need beginners stories, tips, product reviews, and more! Share your experienc-
es, send us your photos of coral growth. Tell us about your favorite þsh!  Don't be too concerned about 
your spelling or grammar - we'll make sure your story shines!

Email your contributions to dfwmas.news@gmail.com

Winner of Photo of the Month 
"Softies" by Evan, aka BlueTORT




